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Seventh-graders participate in music and
movie convocation
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Three Belmar seventh-graders joined other students
from Monmouth County at a music and movie convocation on
March 18 and 19.

The 3rd Annual Music and Movies Convocation, which is offered
through the Shore Consortium for the Gifted and Talented,
offers a space for students from Monmouth County school
districts to come together to expand the curriculum. This
year’s event was held at the Middletown Arts Center.

One-hundred and sixteen seventh-graders, including Belmar
Elementary’s Elizabeth Colyer, Mary Caldwell and Lara Graney,
participated. All students selected from Belmar are in the
school’s Students Achieving More class, which is the gifted and
talented program in the school.

Prior to coming to the convocation, students had to research
an artist in the music or performing arts field and create a
three- to five-minute video presentation on that person, said
Linda Krebs, H.W. Mountz teacher librarian and co-facilitator
at the convocation.

Then, those videos were presented during a mini film festival
the first day of the convocation, which was focused on movies.
On top of holding a mini film festival, the students
participated in workshops focused on theater and the
performing arts, and screened a movie from the Garden State
Film Festival, Ms. Krebs said.

The second day was dedicated to
music.

Local artists such as Thomas Wesley Stern, Sean Marshall of Lightning Jar, Daimon
Santa Maria of Elevator Art and Nicole Costello and Matthew Brown of Bog Iron Bloom,
attended the event, where they lead various workshops focused on music.

Music and movies are important, Ms. Krebs said, because it helps with students’
creativity, thinking skills and teamwork.

It also lets them “explore venues and careers using the skills they’re learning daily in
class in an environment they might not necessarily think of,” she said.

Ms. Krebs said the convocation was a success.

“The students really enjoyed the activities and exposure to different experiences in the performing arts,” she
said.
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Belmar Elementary seventh-graders Elizabeth
Colyer [from left], Mary Caldwell and Lara
Graney recently participated in the 3rd Annual
Movies and Music Convocation at the
Middletown Arts Center. The convocation
brought together 116 students from different
school districts in Monmouth County for two
days so they could learn about music and
movies through various activities. Photo
courtesy BELMAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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