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Belmar violates its own hiring ordinance
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough violated its own hiring policy when it gave the recreation director position to the
borough clerk’s husband, without advertising the position as available.

To rectify the violation of its own ordinance, the borough will now be posting the position and collecting
resumes and applications to review, steps the council and mayor had ignored.

Under Belmar’s procedures for hiring full-time borough employees that are not civil service positions, the
borough is required to post the position in a conspicuous place within a borough building, as well as publish it
in an official newspaper of Belmar, according to the borough’s personnel ordinance. The post should include a
brief description of the position as well as the necessary qualifications and any other pertinent information.

The borough did not follow these guidelines when they hired Kevin Gahan and then Ray Claudio as recreation
director.

Mr. Gahan was recently hired to replace Tina Connelly, who was the part-time recreation director, but he soon
left the position because he received another job offer. The recreation director position became a full time job
when Mr. Gahan was named to the post.

To replace Mr. Gahan, Mr. Claudio, the borough clerk’s husband, was hired. The
borough clerk is April Claudio.

Mr. Claudio has already started in the position, but the borough has decided he will be
the recreation director in an “acting capacity” until the town posts the position and
collects resumes and applications for the job. From that pool of applicants, the
borough will hire the new recreation director.

According to Belmar Borough Administrator Colleen Connolly, the borough will be
posting the open position in The Coast Star and in borough hall.

This is being done because it came to the borough’s attention they were not following their own ordinance for
hiring borough employees.

Councilman Jim Bean said he followed up with the mayor and his fellow council members after a Belmar
resident, Mary Manley, questioned the situation.

Ms. Manley said she brought it up because the borough is required by both federal and local law to post job
openings.

“I felt it was important to bring this to the borough’s attention because there have been several changes within
the borough over the year in which the openings were never announced,” she said, noting the most recent
position was that of the recreation director.

She continued, “Everyone should have an equal opportunity to employment. By not posting openings, the
borough is denying highly qualified candidates the chance to become gainfully employed.”

Councilman Bean agreed with Ms. Manley.

“These jobs are not meant to be political favors. They’re meant to give the taxpayers the most qualified
person at the best price, and you need to select from a range of people to do that,” the councilman said.

Ms. Connolly said she was unaware of the ordinance when she hired Mr. Gahan and Mr. Claudio. Ms. Connolly
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said she is in charge of hiring all borough personnel, who then report to her.

“So it was my bad, I missed it,” she said.

Michael DuPont, borough attorney, said he was aware of the procedures, but did not advise Ms. Connolly of it
because “she didn’t ask” and because he did not know she failed to post the position.

Mr. Claudio said he will submit his resume and application for the position. He also said he will take the next
few weeks to prove that he is the best person for the job.

“That’s all I can really do,” he said.
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