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Belmar’s first-grade classes receive three
listening centers
Chicago resident made donation to honor those lost in Newtown school
shooting
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary first-graders have new listening centers in their classrooms thanks to a recent
donation by a volunteer in the Chicago Public School system.

Maureen McInerney, of Chicago, volunteers in first-grade classrooms in the Chicago Public School system.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit, she saw a news broadcast about Belmar Elementary School and how the school
and its children were coping with the disaster.

Ms. McInerney said she did not know how much damage Belmar received, she just “wrote down Belmar” and
“remembered it.”

Then, the shooting in Newtown, Conn., happened on Dec. 14, 2012, leaving 26 students and faculty members at
the Sandy Hook Elementary School dead at the hands of one lone gunman, Adam Lanza.

“My mind went, ‘oh my God,’” Ms. McInerney said, as she volunteers in first-grade
classrooms, which is the grade most of the students killed at Sandy Hook Elementary
School were from.

She knew she had to help in some way, so Ms. McInerney contacted someone in
Newtown, Conn., to see what she could do, but they were not taking donations.

All they asked, she said, was that the children not be forgotten.

That is when she decided to donate to Belmar Elementary School.

“I work with first-graders and every time I work with them it reminded me of both incidents,” she said of the
shooting and Hurricane Sandy.

Ms. McInerney contacted Belmar Elementary School to ask what they needed. Her only requirement was that
her donation help the elementary school’s first-grade classrooms.

After talking to Belmar Elementary’s first-grade teachers, the school decided on three listening centers— one
for each of the three classrooms.

It cost about $700, which Ms. McInerney said was a good investment.

Last month, the listening centers were up and running in each of the three first-grade classrooms. The listening
centers provide a space for students to read and listen to literature.

Each listening center will have a plaque in honor of those who died at Sandy Hook Elementary School.
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“It’s just another example of differentiated learning,” said Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of
curriculum.

Ms. Hannah said the donation was “very thoughtful” and “generous.”

“Although it pales in comparison to the loss those parents and families have suffered,” she said. “If in some
way it is a symbol of hope and renewal, and first-grade students can benefit, I think that it’s a wonderful
memorial to the students.”
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