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Ocean Avenue Bridge, portion of the road
reopen to traffic
Ocean Avenue up to 18th Avenue should
be reopened by May 1
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — People looking to take a nice scenic drive south
along the beach can now do so up to Fifth Avenue in the
borough as the Ocean Avenue Bridge and the road have now
opened up to that street.

Ocean Avenue and the bridge have remained closed since
Hurricane Sandy ravaged the area five months ago — first for
maintenance and repairs, then to ensure safety while Belmar
rebuilt its boardwalk. Epic Management, of Piscataway, was
awarded the boardwalk reconstruction project for $6.6
million, and began construction in early January.

Now the county, which owns Ocean Avenue, is beginning to
reopen the road as portions of the boardwalk finish being
built.

Thus far, only the bridge and Ocean Avenue to Fifth Avenue
have reopened.

Freeholder Tom Arnone, liaison to the county’s department of
public works and engineering, said he believes closing the road
for safety reasons was the right move to make.

“I just hope that the impact wasn’t
too devastating to the people on Ocean Avenue,” he said, noting in the long run he
believes it will be beneficial since construction will be done more quickly by having
the road closed.

Nick Fuccilli, owner of La Dolce Vita on the corner of Fourth and Ocean avenues, said
the road closure had pretty much “incapacitated us” because people had to know to
come up one specific street to get to the restaurant. La Dolce Vita remained open
while the road was closed.

While reopening Ocean Avenue up to Fifth Avenue is a good start, the whole street
needs to be reopened, he said.

“The spring is here. It’s time to open up and let people see that we are open and things are back to normal,”
Mr. Fuccilli said.

At least one lane on Ocean Avenue should be reopened, he said, so people can see the ocean and “get a sense
of normalcy.”

Joel Waldman, owner of Belmar Fitness, located at 803 Ocean Ave., said while the road closure has affected
him financially, he does understand why the road remained closed. Mr. Waldman said it was a “necessary evil.”
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After being closed for five months, the Ocean
Avenue Bridge, connecting Belmar and Avon-by-
the-Sea, as well as Ocean Avenue up to Fifth
Avenue has reopened to pedestrian and
vehicular traffic. Ocean Avenue south of Fifth
Avenue remains closed, but will reopen on a
rolling basis as the Belmar boardwalk is
completed. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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“I’m increasingly optimistic” about the road opening up, but Mr. Waldman said it will not benefit him until the
road opens up past Eighth Avenue, which is where his business is located.

ROAD OPENINGS

Now that Ocean Avenue up to Fifth Avenue has reopened, the remaining portion of the road will begin to
reopen in stages as construction of the boardwalk finishes.

Freeholder Arnone said Ocean Avenue up to 10th Avenue should be opened up around April 15, then Ocean
Avenue up to 18th Avenue should open up by May 1. The remaining portion of Ocean Avenue will remain closed
until the pumps, which sit at Lake Como and extend over Ocean Avenue to the ocean, are off the street.

The South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] is currently working with the county to remove the
pumps from Ocean Avenue by summer, Freeholder Arnone said, noting the authority is currently in the process
of deciding the best process to do that.

Mayor Matt Doherty said opening up Ocean Avenue to Fifth Avenue is a “great milestone to hit.”

“We’re making great progress rebuilding the boardwalk in time for the summer,” he said. “As Epic continues to
make good progress we will continue to open up more and more of Ocean Avenue.”
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