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Sewerage authority presents pump station
project to residents
Pump station project expected to begin this month, end September 2014
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — On Tuesday evening, several residents and borough employees attended the South Monmouth
Regional Sewerage Authority’s [SMRSA] public workshop to listen to its plans for the pump station, as well as
give input on items where they could.

Prior to Hurricane Sandy, SMRSA had been working on a plan to move the pump station from its current
location, on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, because it sits too close to Lake Como, which has a
habit of overflowing during inclement weather.

Since a plan had not been set in motion when Hurricane Sandy hit, the pump station flooded, rendering it
inoperable.

For about five days following the storm, Lake Como did not have an operating sewer system. That had been
remedied with a temporary bypass system that resided on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway. Recently,
the temporary bypass system was moved to 1800 Parkway, where it was used for the bypass system there.

That location, 1800 Parkway, will also be home to the new pump station. SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway last
year.

PRESENTATION

During the workshop, Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, made a presentation
detailing all that will go into the pump station project. Following the presentation
was a question-and-answer session.

Mr. Ruppel, as well as SMRSA commissioners and representatives from CME Associates,
of Parlin, which is doing the design work for the project, were all in attendance.

The purpose of the pump station, Mr. Ruppel said, is to bring sewage to the treatment
plant, which is in Wall. The new pump station, he said, is not anticipated to expand in

terms of its pumping capacity.

The new pump station will be designed to comply with the new Advisory Base Flood Elevation [ABFE] maps,
which were released late last year. According to the maps, the elevation for the area around Lake Como,
including Parkway, is 12 feet, which represents the 0.2-percent chance the area would flood to that elevation
in a given year.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, water from Lake Como stretched down Parkway, reaching just shy of SMRSA’s
property line.

To ensure the safety of the pump station’s equipment, SMRSA has designed the first floor of the building to sit 2
feet above the elevation, at 14 feet, with the critical equipment, such as its electronic components and
generator, sitting 4.5 feet above the elevation, at 16.5 feet, Mr. Ruppel said.

The pumping equipment will sit below ground and is designed to be submerged in water, he said.

Mr. Ruppel said having the pumping equipment designed to be submerged in water is important because in an
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event where flooding extends beyond the designated flooding areas in the ABFE maps in the future, the
equipment would not be damaged and would continue to operate.

The pump station is meant to resemble a single-family home, Mr. Ruppel said.

The front door of the building will face 18th Avenue and will have two lights. This entrance, Mr. Ruppel said,
would not be the main access for employees. Instead employees will primarily be entering through the rear
entrance. The rear entrance will have a ramp, which will make it easier to transport equipment to and from
the site. The rear entrance is on the opposite side of the building from the front entrance, and will also have
two lights.

A chimney, which will direct the air and noise from the building out through the top, will be located on the
west side of the pump station, near Parkway, Mr. Ruppel said.

Two lights will be situated on the chimney, and flood lights will be installed on the building’s driveway side. The
14-foot-wide driveway will be located on Parkway.

All lights will be man-operated.

There will be four windows on the front side of the building, three of which will be real windows and one which
will not be a real window, but will resemble one. The grated window will be a dry well exhaust louvers. The
rear of the building will have a similar concept, with one real window and one that will resemble a window.
The grated window will be a generator intake louver.

A louver is a slanted framed opening that admits air. It will be opened up when SMRSA employees are in the
building or when the generator is running.

Bordering parts of the property will be a chain link fence and plants. One, four-foot chain link fence will border
the northeast portion of the lot to deter pedestrian foot traffic from cutting across the lot to the neighboring
establishment, which is PK Shamrock’s Pub.

A six-foot chain link fence will be placed from the center of the building, on the east side, and will extend on
the outskirts of the lot going south and up to the center of the rear portion of the building. The fence will have
a gate facing Parkway.

The dry and wet wells will be located underground to the east of the front entrance and will enclose the
pumping equipment. A wet well collects sewage, while a dry well sucks sewage out of the wet well into the
force main, which transports the sewage to the treatment plant. Manhole covers will be located above the wet
and dry well, and will allow employees to access them when needed.

To landscape the area, ivory silk lilac trees, mountbatten junipers, compact inkberry hollies and endless
summer hydrangeas will be located around the property, Mr. Ruppel said.

The building’s siding will be hardie board, which is a durable product primarily used for commercial use, Mr.
Ruppel said, noting its color will be white with a black roof.

After detailing the pump station’s look, Mr. Ruppel talked about its operating procedures.

According to Mr. Ruppel, maintenance staff will inspect the pump station five times a week for about 15
minutes to an hour. There will also be a stand-by generator exercise done weekly, which will take
approximately 60 minutes, and the wet well will be cleared bi-yearly, he said, noting during a power failure the
generator will start running automatically. In addition, the pumps and girders will be removed regularly for
maintenance approximately every five years, but can be removed more frequently for unscheduled
maintenance, he said.

Mr. Ruppel then advised residents of the pump station project’s anticipated timeline, which is expected to
begin this month and end in September 2014. Construction on wet and dry wells is expected to begin in April,
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with the building construction beginning in October. This is all subject to change, he said.

“We will take whatever steps to shorten it, but that’s a realistic timeframe,” Mr. Ruppel said.

RESIDENTS' QUESTIONS

One resident asked whether there would be noise coming from the building.

Mr. Ruppel said there will be noise during construction, but there should not be any from the building once it is
constructed. However, if the generator is running, there will be some noise, but it will be enclosed in a sound-
attenuating room, Mr. Ruppel said.

Patrick Ranahan said he has lived at 500 North Boulevard, which is located near the former pump station, for
about 10 years.

During that time, he said, he has never had an issue with noise or smell. The only time he has noticed the
pump station is during a power outage, when the generator is on.

“It’s never been at all a detriment to our quality of life,” Mr. Ranahan said.

Sam Ternowchek, of Parkway, asked whether there would be an impact to traffic flow during construction.

Mr. Ruppel said “yes, there’s no doubt about it,” but they will know more about that when they award a
contract. There will be a requirement in the bid specifications, he said, that will require the contractor to
coordinator the traffic flow with Lake Como.

After the workshop ended, Mr. Ruppel and several residents spoke about changing the color of the siding and
roof.

According to Kevin Lynch, former Lake Como councilman and the town’s representative to SMRSA, a decision
was made to change the siding from white to light mist, which is a light gray, and change the roof from black to
a medium gray.

Mr. Ruppel said the color of the shutters were selected, and the borough residents’ suggestion to add shrubbery
in the front of the Parkway side of the lot has been taken under advisement.

“We will do something to accommodate them,” Mr. Ruppel said, noting a plan needs to be worked up to do
that.

FUTURE

SMRSA will be going out to bid for the project’s construction in the upcoming months.
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