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Borough remains in a state of emergency
Will remain in place until lake controlled, pump station up, running
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Lake Como remains in a state of emergency five months after Hurricane Sandy ripped through
the Jersey Shore.

And Mayor Mike Ryan said the borough will remain in such a state until the pump station is up and running and
the lake is under control.

For years, Lake Como has flooded during inclement weather, and on Oct. 29, 2012, the day Hurricane Sandy hit,
the lake became one with the ocean, flooding several blocks into town and rendering the pump station
inoperable. The pump station sits on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, next to the lake.

For about five days following the storm, Lake Como did not have an operating sewer system.

Since Hurricane Sandy hit, the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] has been working to
remedy the situation by installing a bypass system at 1800 Parkway, which has already been done, and creating
a new pump station at the same location. Construction on the new pump station has not begun yet, but is
expected to begin this month and end in September 2014.

As for Lake Como, SMRSA, which has been given the lead when it comes to the lake, is
currently working on a short- and long-term plan, said Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive
director. SMRSA was given the lead through an oral agreement with the lake’s
stakeholders, which are Belmar, Lake Como, Spring Lake and SMRSA.

According to Mr. Ruppel, the short-term plan includes creating a different pump
configuration that will allow Ocean Avenue to open before the summer season.

Currently, five pumps are operating to keep the lake level down, he said.

These pumps extend from the lake, over Ocean Avenue to the Atlantic Ocean.

The five pumps cost about $85,000 per month total to operate, Mr. Ruppel said. FEMA has approved 75 percent
reimbursement for the pumps’ operation, he said. The remaining 25 percent will be paid for by the lake’s
stakeholders and possibly through other monies SMRSA is currently applying for, he said.

Mr. Ruppel said he would rather not say too much about the long-term plan, except that the plan would
develop a system that would remove the pumps from the lake, allow the lake to drain on a daily basis, which
the lake is currently unable to do, and be able to handle “reasonably expected” rain. The long term plan would
also have a secondary plan in place that would allow Lake Como to handle larger rainfalls without exceeding its
banks, he said.

SMRSA is currently filing for mitigation grants with the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] and the
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community Development Block Grant program.

As of now, there is no schedule as to when the lake will be under control, Mr. Ruppel said.

Mayor Ryan said “the bottom line is we have to provide sewer, water and all that kind of stuff. If we didn’t
have the lake in its current condition we’d be alright.”

By remaining in a state of emergency, it gives the borough “broader authority,” the mayor said.
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“We can do anything we need to, to protect the health and safety of our residents” under the state of
emergency, the mayor said.

He continued, even though the area is getting back to normal, it is not there yet since the borough is still
unsure how it will handle the water from the lake on a daily basis.

“All it takes is one high tide … and these basements will be full of water, again,” Mayor Ryan said.
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