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Classroom transformed into Egyptian
museum
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] was
transported back in time to the era of the Egyptians last week
when the sixth-graders transformed their classroom into a
museum dedicated to the ancient civilization.

For the past four weeks, the sixth-graders studied ancient
Egypt, culminating all they learned in the Egyptian Museum.
Ancient Egypt is part of the students’ ancient civilizations
studies.

Using cross-curriculum, the students did a variety of
assignments, including designing scrolls with hieroglyphics,
mummifying oranges, creating an Egyptian God profile and
researching the Egyptian diet, said Sean McDonald, social
studies curriculum coordinator at SRGS.

The students also assembled a scrapbook of contemporary
events, ranging from archeological finds in Egypt over the past
decade to the aftermath of the Arab Spring, Mr. McDonald
said.

Ancient Egypt was studied for about four weeks.

“My chief goal was to breathe life into the civilization by
introducing a multitude of projects that cater to the variety of
talents students have,” Mr. McDonald said. “By intertwining
history, technology, science, art, math, religion and other
dynamics into these lessons, the children maintained a level of
focus and enthusiasm for the subject that truly resonates.”

All that the students learned were displayed in their museum,
which was open to students and parents on Feb. 26.

According to Mr. McDonald, 63 parents attended the museum.

“I think they learned quite a bit,” he said.

Sixth-grader Isabella Tallarico, of Belmar, said, “I loved being
able to actually teach other kids,
parents and even some teachers. The Egyptian Museum is going to always be a day I
will remember.”

Isabella’s classmate Maddie Cummins, of Neptune, also said the Egyptian Museum was
a memorable experience.

“The most memorable thing that happened in the Egyptian Museum was seeing all the
children from different classes coming to our exhibits with a smile and questions
about all our projects,” Maddie said. “What a rewarding experience.”
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St. Rose Grammar School sixth-grader Lexi
Kaiafas dressed up as Cleopatra for the
Egyptian Museum on Feb. 26. The museum was
the cumulative activity for the sixth-graders’
study on ancient Egypt. Photo by SUEANNE
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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