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Bypass system installed, operating
SMRSA to hold public workshop to discuss
pump station soon
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Remedying the pump station, here, which was
rendered inoperable as a result of Hurricane Sandy, is moving
along swiftly as the borough is already operating under a
newly installed bypass system

The pump station, located at the corner of North Boulevard
and Parkway, has been a longstanding issue for the South
Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] and the
borough, as it is located too close to the lake, which has a
habit of overflowing.

SMRSA had begun work to remedy the situation prior to the
storm, but since the storm wiped out the pump station,
making it completely inoperable, the process of finding a
permanent solution has been expedited.

Currently, the borough is operating under a temporary bypass
system, located on North Boulevard.

This is only a temporary solution.

To remedy the situation permanently, SMRSA is moving swiftly
to install a bypass system at 1800 Parkway and begin
construction on a new pump station at the same location. Both
projects were already set to take place before the storm.

The bypass system project, whose contract was awarded to P&A Construction, of
Avanel, for $792,594, includes the improvements under the interlocal agreement
between SMRSA and Lake Como.

These improvements are returning the Parkway island to its original dimensions and
replacing the trees that will be taken down as a result of the project.

The improvements the borough approved in the agreement also include replacing the
sewer laterals that will be exposed due to the bypass project. Laterals are piping
from each house to the main pipe, and the borough will be replacing the laterals from

the main pipe to the sidewalk.

In addition, the portion of Parkway being worked on will also be repaved and the curbing will be put back.

The temporary bypass has been moved from North Boulevard to 1800 Parkway, and is being used in the newly
installed system, which began operating last week, said Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director. The only
remaining construction work for the bypass system is installing the pipes and connecting them to the houses,
which is expected to be completed by the end of the week, Mr. Ruppel said.

Mr. Ruppel said the new bypass system was an “engineered approach with reliable integrity built into it,” as
opposed to the temporary system. It is also located outside of the flood plain and advisory base flood

Photos
1

The South Monmouth Regional Sewerage
Authority’s bypass project is moving along
swiftly as Lake Como is now operating under a
new bypass system that sits at 1800 Parkway.
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elevations. The temporary bypass system, on the other hand, was in the flood zone and

“extremely makeshift in that it was constructed on the fly within the middle of the roadway,” Mr. Ruppel said.

Work being done to Parkway, including repaving the roads, planting trees and restoring the island to its original
condition, will begin as soon as the pipes are installed and connected, Mr. Ruppel said, noting it should be done
by the end of March or so.

According to Mr. Ruppel, some residents are interested in the types of trees that will be placed on the Parkway
island and have made some recommendations. As a result, SMRSA will be revisiting its landscaping approach, he
said.

SMRSA is “looking at the recommendations and will try to incorporate them into the overall plan,” he said,
although what types of trees will be put there has not been determined yet.

As for constructing the new pump station, which will also sit at 1800 Parkway, Mr. Ruppel said the pump
station’s design is approximately 60-percent complete. SMRSA has secured the emergency land use permits
from the state Department of Environmental Protection’s [DEP] Division of Land Use Regulation and the
authority expects to secure the emergency treatment works approval from the DEP’s Division of Water Quality
in the upcoming weeks, he said.

At that time, SMRSA will be in a position to begin construction as soon as the design is complete. The design
work is being done by CME Associates, of Parlin, for $142,967. CME Associates’ work is limited to the design,
permitting and bid services on the project, but the company will not be constructing the pump station.

When asked if SMRSA knows who will be constructing the pump station yet, Mr. Ruppel said no, but the
authority has discussed the possibility of constructing the pump station in multiple projects. By doing this, Mr.
Ruppel said, the process will be sped up.

“If [SMRSA is] successful in that approach, you may see pump station construction begin within the next 30 to
45 days,” he said.

SMRSA is unsure whether the old pump station that sits on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, near
Lake Como, will be knocked down, Mr. Ruppel said, noting that has been put “on the back burner” as there are
other projects that take priority. These other projects include restoring other pump stations that sustained
damage during Hurricane Sandy, like the Pitney Avenue pump station in Spring Lake and the Belmar pump
station that sits on Eighth and Ocean avenues.

As of now, SMRSA estimates both projects — the bypass system and pump station — will cost about $2.3 million.
Once the design of the pump station is completed, however, the estimate will be revised.

SMRSA plans on holding a public workshop at its headquarters in the upcoming weeks so residents interested in
the pump station project can hear what the plans are for it, as well as give input on the cosmetic aspects of
the project, like color of the siding and the landscaping, Mr. Ruppel said.

Although there is no tentative date scheduled yet, Mr. Ruppel said the “target date” is during the week of
March 18.
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