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Evening of Irish Culture kicked off Parade
Day weekend
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — To kick off the 40th annual Belmar-Lake Como St.
Patrick’s Day Parade last weekend, the parade committee held
the 3rd Annual Evening of Irish Culture.

This year’s annual event honored the original parade
committee, as well as the grand marshals and deputy grand
marshals over the past 40 years.

According to Fran Griffin, who was in charge of the event, 212
people attended the event, which is a “good bit more than
we’ve had in the previous two years.” She said she “thinks”
the anniversary could be the reason why more people came to
this year’s event. “Quite a few” of the past grand marshals
and deputy grand marshals came out for the event.

The Evening of Irish Culture featured hors d’oeuvres, a
four-course dinner and open bar. Entertainment was provided
by Thomas Wesley Stern, and a performance was given by the
Patricia Murphy School of Irish Dance.

There were also pictures set up around the room, chronicling
the past 40 years of the parade, as well as a video from the
1986 parade.

To honor the five original parade committee members in
attendance, the parade committee gave each member a

plaque, Ms. Griffin said. There are 11
original parade committee members in all. The parade committee also has a plaque
listing all 11 original parade committee members, she said, noting the committee is
unsure where the plaque will be displayed yet.

The original committee members also received a plaque from Lake Como, dedicating
one individual day to each of the five members. The five members honored with a
plaque are those who have been involved with the parade since the beginning and
have continued to be involved for the past 40 years.

“Without them being around originally we wouldn’t have had a parade,” said Mayor
Mike Ryan.

The five committee members that will have a day in Lake Como are Anne Aker, Jackie Cavanagh, Paul Caverly,
Fran Lynch and Jerry Lynch. Ms. Aker and Ms. Cavanagh are this year’s deputy grand marshals at the parade. Mr.
Lynch founded the parade.

The borough will now recognize March 1 as “Anne Aker Day,” March 2 as “Jackie Cavanagh Day,” March 3, the
day of this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, as “Paul Caverly Day,” March 16 as “Fran Lynch Day” and March 17,
St. Patrick’s Day, as “Jerry Lynch Day.”
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Bobby Byrne [left] and his wife, Pat, of Belmar,
spoke with Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty at the
Evening of Irish Culture on Friday, March 1. The
event honored all the past grand marshals and
deputy grand marshals of the Belmar-Lake
Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade, as well as the
original parade committee. Photo by SUEANNE
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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As for the event itself, Mayor Ryan said it was a “wonderful evening.”

Ms. Griffin said, “It was a really great way to launch the whole weekend.”
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