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Sixth-graders create a museum
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School sixth-graders transformed
their classroom into an Egyptian museum last Thursday so all
could see and learn about the ancient civilization.

For the past two- and one-half months the sixth-graders had
been studying ancient Egypt, which is part of the students’
ancient civilizations studies.

For the past eight years, the ancient Egyptian chapter has
culminated in the Egyptian Museum, displaying all that they
have learned.

To put together the museum, each student worked on an
individual project of their interest. The class also worked on
collaborative projects, as well.

“It’s a fantastic project for the sixth grade,” said Colleen
Reilly, sixth-grade social studies teacher. “We started by
sparking interest from the curriculum and we build the
museum from there.”

Each year the museum is different, she said, since the
students choose topics that “caught their eye.”

This year there were 49 projects, including canopic jars,
animals of the Nile and an anubis. Canopic jars were used in
ancient Egypt during the mummification process to store and
preserve internal organs, while an anubis was the God of the
dead.

And on March 28, the sixth-graders dressed up and presented
their work to students, parents and family members.

In addition, there was a buffet featuring an array of
Egyptian-type foods, such as King Tut cake, chicken kabobs
and palace bread. Visitors also toasted with white grape juice
and root beer, which was substitute for the beer and wine

Egyptians drank.

Sixth-grader Anna Nardelli, 11, made a pyramid for her project since it was her
favorite part of ancient Egypt.

“Pyramids are a great symbol of Egypt,” she said. “It’s what everyone knows about
it.”

Anna said she learned a lot about ancient Egypt, and that it was the “most fun”
activity she has done this year.

When asked why, Anna said because it was more “hands on learning” rather than book
work, which is what she prefers.
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St. Rose Grammar School sixth-grader Anna
Nardelli, 11, built a pyramid for the class’s
Egyptian museum, which was held last
Thursday. The Egyptian museum was a
cumulative activity for the sixth-graders who
spent the past two and one-half months
learning about ancient Egypt. Photo by Haley
Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP
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Sixth-grader Travis Long, 11, said the museum turned out good.

He also said it is important to learn about ancient societies so one can see how society has evolved.

“The museum was fantastic,” Ms. Reilly said. “Students were very enthusiastic and hardworking the entire unit.
They made it a pleasure to come to school.”
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