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Wallace named professional of year
Mary Pat Wallace has been school’s nurse
for 19 years
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Last Friday morning, the Belmar Elementary School
nurse was called to the superintendent’s office and little did
she know that she would be in for a great surprise — she was
named the 2012-2013 Education Services Professional of the
Year.

Each year, a committee of teachers, union representatives and
parents is formed to consider the votes submitted for each
staff member. They then make the final recommendation on
who is the teacher or educational services professional of the
year.

And this year, Mary Pat Wallace, who has been the school’s
nurse for the past 19 years, was named the Educational
Services Professional of the Year.

Ms. Wallace said she is “extremely embarrassed but honored.”

“I absolutely love my job,” she said. “And I love each and
every one of my Belmar kids as if they were my own.”

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of curriculum,
said Ms. Wallace is a “tremendous asset” to the school as she
sees, on average, about 40 students per day as well as various
staff members.

“She’s a valuable member of the Belmar Elementary School
staff,” Ms. Hannah said. “She has nurtured and maintained
strong, caring relationships with the school community.”

Another “outstanding attribute,” in addition to her daily
activities, is the community services program she does within
the school, Ms. Hannah said. This community service work

includes coordinating food drives
during Thanksgiving, as well as holiday gift drives.

Ms. Wallace will be recognized at the 2013 Monmouth County Superintendents’
Teacher/Educational Services Professional Recognition Program luncheon on May 17.
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Belmar Elementary School staff members,
including Elizabeth Cole [from left], director of
special services; Siobhan Ryan, gifted and
talented teacher; Amy Skelton, seventh and
eighth grade language arts teacher; Mary Pat
Wallace, school nurse; Sarah Wilton, fifth-grade
teacher; David Hallman, school superintendent,
and Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and
director of curriculum, gathered in Ms.
Hannah’s office last Friday to congratulate Ms.
Wallace for being named the school’s 2012-2013
Educational Services Professional of the year.
Mrs. Wilton was the teacher of the year last
year. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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