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Board of education approves tentative
2013-2014 school district budget
Budget presentation to be held at Ocean Road Elementary on March 11
By Haley Behre

POINT PLEASANT — The board of education unanimously passed a resolution approving the tentative 2013-2014
school year budget at its March 4 meeting.

The proposed budget totals $42,598,048, with $5.98 million of it coming from state aid. This is an increase of
$26,000 in state aid from this year’s amount of $5.96 million.

While the school district will receive an increase of $26,000 in state aid, it will actually “pretty much” break
even, since the school district will be charged an additional $7,400 by the Schools Development Authority and
received a $12,000 decrease in debt service aid, said Steven Corso, Point Pleasant school district business
administrator

“We’re happy we didn’t lose state aid, but we would always appreciate if we got more,” Mr. Corso said.

The budget accounts for one school resource officer, which will cost about $70,000 annually, Mr. Corso said.

There will be two resource officers — one at the high school and one at the middle
school — but the other resource officer will be paid by the borough.

A school resource officer is “not going in there totally for security purposes,” said
Vincent Smith, superintendent of schools. They will also be there to develop a rapport
with the students and be a resource for them, he said.

According to Mr. Corso and Mr. Smith, the school district has a “verbal agreement”
with the borough that they would pay for one resource officer and the borough would
pay for the other.

The school district budgeted for the one resource officer, and they are hoping the borough will do the same
since they had previous conversations with borough council members on the matter, they said.

During the evening, board members also discussed whether one special officer should be budgeted for the
elementary schools in the upcoming school year.

After much discussion, board members concluded one special officer should not be budgeted for the
elementary schools.

If the borough had decided to budget for the special officer, it would have cost approximately $28,000 for the
school year.

The 2013-2014 budget will see $350,000 taken out of the surplus account to help replace the Ocean Road
Elementary School roof. The total estimate of the roof replacement costs about $1 million, Mr. Corso said.
About $533,000 will be left in the surplus account for the 2013-2014 budget.

About $31.6 million of the total budget will be raised through local taxation.

The complete budget will be presented at 7 p.m. on March 11 at Ocean Road Elementary School during the
public hearing on the budget.
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