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Local dentist provides more than $27,000
worth of free dental care
As part of nationwide initiative, Dentistry
from the Heart
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Eighty-six people now have cleaner teeth and
better smiles thanks to one local dentist’s office which opened
its doors to provide free dental care for one day.

Dentistry from the Heart [DFTH] is a nonprofit whose mission
is to provide free dental care to those in need. Each year,
individual dentists and practices across the country donate
their time and resources to host a DFTH event.

For the fifth year Smiles by the Sea, in Belmar, was one of
those dentists.

Smiles by the Sea was Hanapole Dental Care until Dr. Philip
Hanapole sold the practice to Dr. Thomas Sniscak in December
2013.

On April 4, Smiles by the Sea offered cleanings, fillings and
extractions to those in need free of charge as part of DFTH.

According to Beverly Hanapole, general manager for the
dentist’s office, 55 volunteers, including several local dentists,
helped provide care to 86 patients.

“It was a little bit less [than previous years], but I think it was
all about the weather,” she said, noting April 4 was a cold and
rainy day.

Overall, though, Ms. Hanapole said she thought the event went
well.

“When they say ‘it takes a village’ that phrase really applies to an event like this,”
Ms. Hanapole said.

With the help of the volunteers and vendors, Smiles by the Sea was able to donate
more than 250 dental services valuing more than $27,000 to the local community, she
said.

“Spirits were high,” Ms. Hanapole said. “There was such a good feeling of community.
That’s what we want more than anything.”

Ms. Hanapole said Smiles by the Sea will continue the tradition next year on April 10.
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Dr. Thomas Sniscak, owner of Smiles by the Sea
in Belmar, and Monmouth County Vocational
School student Nicholas Cestone, 18, of 
Monmouth Beach [left], were among those who
volunteered to provide free dental care to
those in need on April 4 as part of the
nationwide event Dentistry from the Heart.
Mark Remmele, of Howell, was one of 86 people
who took advantage of the service provided.
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