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Gift card investigation ongoing
$9,050 in gift cards meant for Belmar Elem. still unaccounted for
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Where more than $9,000 in gift cards meant for Belmar Elementary School [BES] families went is still
a mystery, more than two months after Councilman Jim Bean first brought it to the borough’s attention.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit in October 2012, the Borough of Belmar purchased $20,000 worth of ShopRite
gift cards with donations to dole out to residents in need — $17,000 of which was meant for Belmar Elementary
School [BES] students and their families.

However, when Councilman Bean filed an Open Public Records Act [OPRA] request to see how many of the cards
were given to BES, there was a discrepancy in how many cards the school said it received and how many the
borough recorded as going to the school.

According to the OPRA requests, Belmar Elementary School received $7,950 in gift cards while the Borough of
Belmar said it gave the school $17,000 in gift cards — figures Councilman Bean said he had both entities double
or triple check.

That is a discrepancy of $9,050.

The councilman brought the issue up at a council meeting in January.

The Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office is currently investigating the matter with
the help of the Belmar Police Department.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, and Mayor Matt Doherty both declined to
comment on the matter since it is an ongoing investigation.

Belmar Elementary School Superintendent David Hallman said he has not heard
anything about the investigation, so he did not want to comment.

Councilman Bean said, “I hope the case is resolved quickly because there’s still a lot of Sandy victims in Belmar
that could really use these gift cards.”
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