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Redevelopment lawsuit expected to be heard
this coming Tuesday
Two other lawsuits pending rest on outcome of this lawsuit
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Monmouth County Superior Court Assignment Judge Lawrence Lawson is expected to hear the case
that will determine whether the borough’s designation of the beachfront as one in need of redevelopment is
valid next week.

The court case stems from several lawsuits that were filed against the borough as it unveiled its plan to rebuild
two of the four beachfront pavilions, all of which were damaged by Hurricane Sandy.

The lawsuits were filed by several residents in town, and all are being represented by Pringle Quinn Anzano.
Former Belmar Mayor Ken Pringle is a partner in the firm.

The first lawsuit has to do with whether the borough’s designation of the beachfront, which is owned by the
municipality, as one in need of redevelopment is a valid claim.

The second lawsuit seeks to compel the borough to comply with a petition filed on Sept. 18, 2013, with the
borough, seeking to give Belmar voters an opportunity to vote via referendum on whether to incur the debt for
the two new, planned pavilions at the beachfront.

The third lawsuit questions the legality of putting such debt solely on the beachfront
utility, using flood insurance proceeds and increasing badge fees to pay for the
pavilions.

The bond referendum and beach utility fund lawsuits will not be resolved until the
lawsuit asserting whether the beachfront was lawfully designated as one in need of
redevelopment is resolved, as the other two rest on that issue.

The issues could come to a close soon as the redevelopment lawsuit is expected to be
heard on April 15 in Freehold.

Mr. Pringle said on Tuesday he is unsure of the scope of the court appearance and whether the judge is going to
rule on the issue, or want to hear testimony.

PAVILLION

In the midst of these pending lawsuits, the governing body is expected to vote on the passage of a $7 million
bond ordinance that will finance the pavilion project, which will rebuild the Fifth and 10th Avenue pavilions.

The Fifth Avenue Pavilion, also known as Taylor Pavilion, was originally slated to be two stories tall. However,
after public outcry, the plans were modified so that Taylor Pavilion will only be a single story.

Taylor Pavilion will be a community building.

The 10th Avenue Pavilion will be home to one concession stand and public services — police, first aid and
lifeguards — and will be rebuilt on the same footprint as what previously existed. It will also have a
second-story observation deck that will be utilized by the public services.

Epic Management, of Piscataway, came in as the lowest bidder at $4.9 million. The company also rebuilt the
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borough’s boardwalk after Hurricane Sandy.

The first reading of the $7 million bond ordinance was approved on April 1 with a vote of 4-1. Councilman Jim
Bean was the sole no vote.

In addition to the $4.9 million contract with Epic Management, the bond will also cover the utility costs
associated with the completed pavilions and engineering and design plans, according to Colleen Connolly,
borough administrator.

Joy DeSanctis is a plaintiff in the lawsuit seeking to give Belmar voters an opportunity to vote via referendum
on whether to incur the debt for the two pavilions. On behalf of the group Let the Citizens Decide, which
consists of Belmar residents, she said in a statement, “Many residents want to rebuild the Taylor Pavilion and
10th Ave Pavilions as soon as is fiscally responsible to do so and I totally agree.”

She continued, “However, to bond $7 million, basically the same amount as the original bond for the two-story
extravagant Taylor Pavilions and not explain why the amount is just about the same when the Taylor Pavilion is
now one story, is unfair to residents who will carry the burden to pay the bond.”

The original bond for the pavilions, which included the second story for Taylor Pavilion, was $7.5 million.

Borough administrator Colleen Connolly said removing the second story of Taylor Pavilion decreased the cost of
the project by about $1 million, but because the pavilion bid came in about $500,000 more than originally
estimated, the net result for the revised pavilion project was the $7 million bond, which is $500,000 less than
the first bond.

The second reading and public comment period of the ordinance is slated for Tuesday, April 15. The council
meeting begins at 6 p.m. in borough hall, 601 Main St.
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