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Fourth-graders live a day in the 19th
Century
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose fourth-graders got a glimpse at what it was like to be a child living in the 19th Century
during their “Life on the Prairie Day” last week.

For about one month, fourth-graders have been reading “Sarah Plain and Tall” by Patricia MacLachlan, in which
Sarah answers an ad a father put in the paper asking for a wife for he and his two children, Anna and Caleb.

As a cumulative activity, the fourth-graders partook in “Life on the Prairie Day” on April 1. The day allowed
students to get a better understanding of what life was like for children in the 19th Century.

The class sampled a variety of foods that the children of this time would have enjoyed, such as buttermilk
biscuits, beef jerky and corn bread, and learned and played games that were popular during the time period,
such as find the button and leap frog. The class solved math problems for Sarah and the children, and guessed
the authors of their “Kids for Sale” ads.

They also compared the book to the Hallmark Hall of Fame production of the story.

“The event was a success,” said fourth-grade teacher Karen Sullivan. “The children
were excited to experience what life might have been like for Anna and Caleb,” who
are characters in the book.
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