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Advisory Committee created to discuss
redevelopment plan
Intent is to scrap current plan, create new one that works for the town
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — In search of a new redevelopment plan that will work for the borough, an 11-member advisory
committee has been created to brainstorm ideas for the new plan.

The creation of the committee was approved unanimously at a recent council meeting, and will consist of
people in different professions, such as business owners, planning board members, engineers and developers,
all of which can bring different ideas to the table.

Earlier this year, Mayor Matt Doherty announced the borough would be scrapping its current Seaport
Redevelopment Plan, which was created in 2003, and replacing it with a new one.

“It is not working” as the borough has “constantly” had to amend the plan to allow development, he said.

To make it easier for development to come in, the current redevelopment plan will be thrown out and a new
one created with the help of the advisory committee.

The new plan will be “simpler, smaller and much more feasible” and will retain
aspects of the current plan that worked, such as a payment in lieu of taxes and
abatements, Mayor Doherty said.

Payments in lieu of taxes compensates a local government for loss in tax revenue due
to a property being tax exempt, while abatements are a temporary reduction or
elimination of a tax.

According to Mayor Doherty, over 40 people put in their name to serve on the
committee, of which 11 people were selected.

The committee will consist of Edward Windas, Krista Sperber, Zack Gross, Barry DePeppe, Dominic Peragamo,
Matthew Mannion, Steve Woelfer, Jay McDermott, John Palus, David Moran and Salvatore Marchese.

The committee will meet from now until Dec. 31, at which time they will present their recommendations to
the mayor and council.
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