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Belmar beaches on their way to becoming
completely smoke free
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A completely smoke-free beachfront could soon become a reality in Belmar — a move that aligns
with a statewide initiative currently pending in the New Jersey Senate.

Traditionally, Belmar has only allowed smoking in designated areas on the beach, and prohibited smoking on the
boardwalk and outside those designated areas on the beach.

However, the governing body is moving to eliminate those smoking areas with an ordinance amendment. The
penalty for violating the ordinance would be $25.

“This ordinance will provide for a complete, 100-percent smoking ban at the beach and the boardwalk in
Belmar,” Mayor Matt Doherty said.

After the meeting, Mayor Doherty said banning smoking at the beachfront will help with the litter of cigarette
butts on the beach, and just provide a healthier environment overall.

“We just think it’s important for us in our community,” he said.

The first reading of the ordinance amending the borough’s regulations so that no
smoking will be permitted on the beach and boardwalk was approved 4-1. Councilman
Jim Bean was the sole no vote. The first reading was approved at the April 1 council
meeting.

“I don’t see what having those little [designated areas] is hurting,” Councilman Bean
said, adding that he does not want to see beachgoers running across Ocean Avenue
just to have a cigarette.

After the meeting, Councilman Bean questioned what parents with children would do with their children if the
parent wanted to have a cigarette.

“It’s just going above and beyond of what’s needed to keep our beaches clean of cigarette butts,” he said.

Belmar’s move to have a completely smoke-free beachfront aligns with a statewide initiative to ban smoking at
all beaches and parks in New Jersey. The smoking ban would not apply to parking lots adjacent to the parks or
beaches.

The fine would be not less than $250 for the first offense, $500 for the second offense and $1,000 for each
subsequent offense.

The bill, which is currently pending in the Senate, was approved by the state assembly last month.

Belmar resident Dave Schneck, who is a longtime smoker, said he has only used the designated smoking area on
Belmar’s beach once and he was hit by a volleyball.

“For many adults my age who choose to smoke this has been a perfectly legal thing for us to do for a great
majority of our lives,” so for “younger people who aren’t smokers, that don’t know what it’s like to be a
smoker, have no understanding of it, no experience of it” to come along in a “capricious manner” and ban it
“displays a total lack of empathy,” he said.
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Having the ban will make smokers choose between going to the beach and smoking, Mr. Schneck said, adding
that having smokers cross Ocean Avenue or stand in the road to smoke in the summer is dangerous.

“For me, if I can’t smoke on the beach I don’t even know if I want to go,” he said.

He also said the arguments that banning smoking reduces litter and second-hand smoke “don’t really hold any
water,” because he sees more bottle caps than cigarette butts and some smokers, like himself, try to be
courteous of those around him while smoking.

As for the ordinance amendment, Mr. Schneck said it “really has no bearing on me” because he smokes near the
water, where he says the borough has no jurisdiction.

Lisa Ryan, spokesperson for the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, said, “No state agency would
enforce or regulate this proposed legislation. It’s a legal matter for the towns to figure out who have riparian
lands [areas that are along water bodies]. It will be based on common law interpretations and statutory
interpretations of their jurisdiction.”

Mr. Schneck also said he believes the statewide ban will pass because “90 percent of the people in our state
government don’t understand freedom and couldn’t care less about freedom anyway.”
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