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Councilmen Bean, Magovern vote against
amending contract
For utility services, concrete improvements; was amended due to
‘mathematical error’
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body passed a resolution amending the contract for the boardwalk’s utility services
and concrete improvements at its April 3 meeting.

The resolution was passed 3-2, with Councilmen Jim Bean and Brian Magovern voting no.

On March 27, the council unanimously passed a resolution awarding the contract for the utility services and
concrete improvements to Precise Construction, in Freehold, for $363,975.

An additional $104,400 had to be added to the contract due to a “mathematical error in the bid,” according to
the resolution. The amended contract is for $468,375.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, Precise Construction is responsible for the vehicle access
ramps, which will be at several points along the boardwalk, concrete slabs for bathrooms and providing water
and sewer service to the boardwalk.

The additional money was added to the contract because Precise Construction made
an error in their bid.

Paul Calabrese, borough engineer, said after the contract was awarded to Precise
Construction, they contacted the borough to say they had made an error in their bid.

The bid had said the test pits’ unit price would be $3,600, with the total price for the
test pits costing $3,600, Mr. Calabrese said, noting this price is based on 30 cubic
yards of test pits. A test pit is used to determine where the existing utilities in the
road are located so the new utilities can be put in a place that will not conflict with
what is existing, he said.

Precise Construction said the “award should be based on the adjustment for the error,” according to Mr.
Calabrese, with the adjustment $104,400 for the additional 29 cubic yards of test pits with a unit price of
$3,600.

Even though the contract is awarded for 30 cubic yards, Mr. Calabrese said the borough will work to limit the
number of test pits, which, if it can be done, will decrease the cost, Mr. Calabrese said.

According to Mr. Calabrese, even with the adjustment Precise Construction still came in as the lowest bidder.

The second lowest bidder was Mark Woszczak Mechanical Contractor, of Manasquan, with a bid of about
$560,000, he said.

Councilmen Bean and Magovern both voted no on amending the contract.

Councilman Magovern said he voted against it because he was uncomfortable with the change.

“To make a $100,000 mistake is huge, he said. “It’s huge.”
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“Maybe they do quality work, but I question the quality of their work if they make a $100,000 mistake in
something that they’re bidding out,” Councilman Magovern said of Precise Construction.

Councilman Bean said he has Birdsall Services Group’s recommendation of award that was handed out before
the March 27 meeting, and the bid had a star on it saying “corrected for mathematical error.” He asked
whether it was the same error or a different one.

Ms. Connolly said it was the same error.

After the meeting, Ms. Connolly said when the council voted to award the contract on March 27 the borough
knew there was an error in the bid. She said the borough was told the overall price was correct, and that the
error was in the unit price. As a result, the borough proceeded to award the contract. However, after the
contract was awarded, the contractor told the borough they had made a mistake in the total price for the test
pits, she said.

The councilman said “I don’t like that,” and he does not know why the borough could not wait one week to
vote on awarding the contract.

“I am voting no,” he said.

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay asked what the impact would be if the resolution was not approved.

Ms. Connolly said the “most likely impact” would be work being delayed past Memorial Day weekend, which is
when the boardwalk is expected to be completed.

Mayor Matt Doherty said he will vouch for Precise Construction since they have done good work in the borough.
Precise Construction is working on the parking lot behind borough hall, and made the improvements to 10th
Avenue.

If the project was rebid, Mayor Doherty said, Precise Construction would probably be the lowest bidder, bidding
the same amount as it did.

“So instead of getting caught up in the bureaucratic mumbo jumbo, to me it makes much more sense to award
it to them, get this thing built and get it done,” Mayor Doherty said.

Councilwoman Nicolay and Mayor Doherty, as well as Council President Claire Deicke, all voted in favor of the
resolution.

During public session, Belmar resident Mike Seebeck, of Second Avenue, said $3,600 per cubic yard is “both
unbalanced and unreasonable,” and that the borough’s department of public works should do the test pits.

The boardwalk project totals about $9 million thus far, and is expected to cost about $12.3 million by the time
it is completed.
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