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Belmar Marina up, running & ready for the
upcoming summer season
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Marina is prepared for the
post-Hurricane Sandy influx of boaters expected to come.

The marina is home to many boat slips, comfort stations,
concrete floating docks, security and a bait and tackle shop. It
is also home to picnic areas, a riverside beach, tennis courts
and a double-wide boat ramp.

The 9th Ave. Pier, a restaurant located on the marina’s pier,
and a miniature golf course are also located at the marina.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, marinas up and down the coast
were not immune to the havoc the storm caused, tossing boats
onto land and tearing apart infrastructure needed to house
them.

In Belmar, the marina escaped with minimal damage and no
boats were harmed. Electrical boxes at the marina were
damaged, and so was the marina building, two comfort
stations and the docks. The boardwalk at Maclearie Park was
demolished. Maclearie Park also suffered cosmetic damage to
the playground and tennis court.

The marina is located to the west of
Route 35 and is owned by the borough.

“Losing our ability to welcome boaters would have been a devastating blow,” said
Tom Volker, who sits on the board of directors of the Belmar Business Partnership.
“With our boardwalk well on its way to being replaced and most of our oceanfront
merchants ready to do business, we feel confident that Belmar will be prepared for
another great summer.”

Mayor Matt Doherty said “our marina, while it took a couple of dings, it survived much
better than other marinas,” and as a result the borough is expecting an increase in

boaters this season.

All work done to the marina to make it operable is expected to be completed by the end of the month, the
mayor said.

As for Maclearie Park’s restoration, Mayor Doherty said it is an “ongoing process,” but there is no expected
finish date yet.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, there are 196 private slips, 15 of which are vacant.

For more information on the Belmar Municipal Marina, visit the borough’s website, belmar.com, call
732-681-2266 or email marina@belmar.com.
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The Belmar Marina escaped basically unscathed
from Hurricane Sandy’s wrath last year and will
be reopening for the upcoming spring and
summer seasons. Photo by RYAN MAYER, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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