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Borough to issue requests for proposals to
engineering firms
Will continue with Birdsall Services Group for boardwalk project
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Mayor Matt Doherty announced Belmar will be authorizing a request for proposals [RFP] for
engineering firms in the near future as a result of the current criminal investigation surrounding several
officials of Birdsall Services Group [BSG], the borough’s engineering firm.

The mayor made the announcement at the April 3 meeting.

Seven current and former BSG employees, some who have ties to the local community, were indicted on March
26 for their alleged role in a pay-to-play scheme.

They were all indicted on charges they conspired in a scheme to avoid the restrictions of New Jersey’s
Pay-to-Play Act by disguising illegal corporate political contributions as personal contributions from employees
of the firm.

That same day, on March 26, Judge Lawrence M. Lawson, of the Monmouth County Superior Court in Freehold,
issued a court order to seize and retain “any and all assets” of BSG, including two BSG Bank of America bank
accounts, according to court documents.

Three days later, on March 29, BSG filed for bankruptcy with the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey. BSG also filed a motion to the
bankruptcy court that same day, asking the court to release funds so the company
could pay its employees’ salaries and related obligations, such as employee benefits
and business expenses.

On April 1, Judge Michael Kaplan, of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New
Jersey, granted an interim order, authorizing BSG use of cash collateral to continue
their business operations.

Under the interim order, Judge Kaplan authorized BSG to fund payroll for the past two
weeks for their employees, including their benefits, up to a total of $1.7 million, according to court
documents. Employees who were indicted on March 26 are not to be paid.

The judge then issued a second interim order on April 8, authorizing the release of up to an additional $1.29
million for the next two weeks so BSG can remain in operation, according to court documents. No employees
indicted on March 26 and no severance obligations to any former employee should be paid, according to court
documents.

Due to BSG’s current legal situation, Belmar officials have been deciding whether they should keep BSG or look
elsewhere for an engineering firm.

According to Mayor Doherty, the borough will be keeping BSG for its boardwalk project, but will be looking at
other options for future projects.

“At this point in the game regarding our boardwalk, we are going to make a business decision to stay with
Birdsall,” as long as BSG can continue to pay its employees, Mayor Doherty said.

“We’ll stick with them through the end of the boardwalk project and after that we’ll re-evaluate the situation
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and have a plan to move forward with or without them,” he said.

The borough is expected to vote on a resolution authorizing the borough to go out for RFPs at its April 17
meeting.
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