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Board of ed holds public forum to discuss
school uniforms
By Haley Behre

BRADLEY BEACH — Residents came out to the board of education’s public meeting on Tuesday evening to voice
their opinion on school uniforms, and whether the school should consider having their students wear them.

No action was taken. The meeting was to provide the board of education an opportunity to hear the public’s
comments on the issue.

According to Todd Migdon, board of education president, the board of education began pursuing the issue after
a parent came to them with a petition signed by other parents asking the board of education to explore the
idea. This was just prior to Hurricane Sandy.

Soon after that, the board sent home an informal survey to see how many parents wanted the issue to be
pursued, he said.

There was “enough of a response for us to say ‘lets explore this’” to review the positives and negatives of
having a school uniform, Mr. Migdon said.

To aid in their research, the board of education held a public meeting on Tuesday
evening to give all who wanted to speak on the issue a chance to do so.

PRO UNIFORMS

Seham Nesheiwat, of Lareine Avenue, said she does not see a problem with the boys,
but she is for school uniforms for the students because girls get teased for what they
wear.

Girls, she said, are worried about wearing the right brands and not being able to
afford clothes that their peers are wearing.

Elizabeth Bonnell, of Third Avenue, said she is for the uniforms because it removes policing the dress code for
the teachers, which allows the main focus to be on learning.

“And I think it may enhance a positive public image for the school,” she said.

Gloria Barranco, of McCabe Avenue, is for the school uniforms so that people know the students are going to
school and there will be more security, she said.

When her daughter was in the Neptune school system, which has school uniforms, she said the uniforms were
not expensive, Ms. Barranco said.

“We tend to spend money on foolish stuff so I don’t see why this is an issue,” she said.

Karla Salazar, of Newark Avenue, said she is for the uniforms because it would not give or take away from the
children.

Instead, it would show the children everyone is the same, regardless of skin color or nationality.

The uniforms will also teach discipline and respect toward one another, she said.

Mary Ann Crouse, of Lareine Avenue, said she has a grandson in the Neptune school system, and she has found
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that having school uniforms instills more self confidence. The children look neat and work together more as
team when they are in uniform, she said.

AGAINST UNIFORMS

Kurt Schnakenberg, of Clifton, said “there is no tradition in American of special school uniforms for public
education.” Mr. Schnakenberg is a member of Clifton Asserting Parental Rights, based in Clifton, a grassroots
organization that has been formed in opposition of implementing a mandatory uniform/standard dress policy in
Clifton schools.

“Where is this movement of dressing our children alike coming from,” he asked.

According to Mr. Schnakenberg, the “root of the uniform movement” comes from a state statute that allows
local board of educations to adopt school uniforms in public schools.

“What happens in the public schools reflects on the entire community,” he said. And as those responsible for
the education of the area children “you are building a legacy for them, your friends and their neighbors.”

Mr. Schnakenberg said they should consider the power “you’re assuming and the rights you’re stripping from
families you are appointed to serve.”

School uniforms used to be a sign of social privilege and rank, but this is no longer the case.

Instead, they are a “Sure sign of a public school system in distress.”

“School uniforms are the khaki colored flags of surrender indicating another failed school system with blighted
urban problems,” he said, noting successful schools do not need them.

Instead of focusing on how children dress, a school should focus on excellence in education, Mr. Schnakenberg
said.

Christine Campoverde, of McCabe Avenue, said she believes having a school shirt for certain events, such as
class trips or sporting events, is a good idea, but a full uniform is not.

“These kids have a lot to say about their wardrobe” and they express themselves through what they wear, she
said, and she questioned whether that should be taken away from them.

Ms. Campoverde said she is also concerned about the cost of purchasing the uniform, as well as everyday wear.

She also questioned what would happen if a parent could not afford the uniform and if it would affect the
school budget, she said.

“It’s not that I’m anti-uniform, I just don’t see the pros in it,” Ms. Campoverde said.

Bradley Beach Elementary fifth-grader Alana Gerdes, 11, does not believe school uniforms will be useful at the
school.

Alana said 17 of the 20 students she asked did not want uniforms.

“Our school does not have any major problems such as bullying or gangs,” she said.

“As students in this school we are taught to be different and that being different is good,” Alana said. “How
could we do this with uniforms?”

David Sacci, of Lareine Avenue, said he is not for uniforms because he would like to protect the individuality of
the children.

“A uniform is not going to bridge the gap,” he said.
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He continued, “What we need to do is make sure we give our children every opportunity affordable to succeed.
That’s really where our efforts should be focused.”

UNDECIDED

Beth Lees, of Ocean Avenue, said she is not for or against uniforms. Her concern is that if it is implemented,
whether it will be used to teach the students a lesson.

“Would this be a life skill” that teaches the students how to dress for success as they move on to higher
education and into the workforce, she said.

Jennifer Young, of Lareine Avenue, said she is not for or against the idea as she sees it both ways.

Ms. Young said she has two girls and she likes to pick their clothes and make sure they dress a certain way. But
as they have gotten older they like to fight her on it, she said.

So for Ms. Young it would “simplify my life in a small way,” she said. “But in the bigger picture I don’t know if
it’s the answer.”

She questioned who would cover the cost, how the uniforms would be enforced and what would happen if a
student did not wear the uniform.

FUTURE

The next step will be for the board of education to continue its investigation with the research it has been
given, in the hopes of making a determination.

Mr. Migdon said he is unsure at this time whether the issue will be voted on by the end of this school year.
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