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WRAT tower testimony continued, again, at
Monday board meeting
Testimony will continue at May 13 planning board meeting
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — On Monday, the planning board continued to hear testimony from Greater Media about the WRAT
tower application that would raise the height of the tower, located on Main Street.

Greater Media is the parent company of the WRAT radio station and is the applicant going before the planning
board seeking to replace the 300-foot radio tower with a new, 533-foot radio tower at the same location, 1731
Main St.

This improvement needs to be made in order to keep the company competitive and increase the reach and
reliability of disseminating information, said Milford Smith, vice president of engineering for Greater Media, at
the last planning board meeting, on Jan. 14.

At previous planning board meetings, board members heard testimony about the importance of increasing the
tower’s height, how the new tower would be created and what would go into creating the new 533-foot tower.
They have also heard testimony about the tower’s radio frequency.

The testimony continued at the April 8 meeting, with Greater Media using the time to clarify what has been
said and answer requests made by board members in previous meetings.

To do that, Greater Media reintroduced Stephen Atkins, site engineer for the project;
Paul Elia, architect; and Charles Hecht, broadcast engineer/radio frequency engineer.

STEPHEN ATKINS

Mr. Atkins began by detailing the up-to-date survey he made of what is currently
existing at the WRAT site, 1731 Main St., and a demolition plan, showing how the new
tower would be built and the old one deconstructed.

The site engineer presented the up-to-date survey and demolition plan in response to
the request of Chas Holloway, a borough engineer.

In response to board members’ questions about whether there are other sites available for the WRAT tower, Mr.
Atkins researched the two properties displayed on a board: the former Wall AutoWreckers site, at 1822 Route
71, and GPU Energy, 800 18th Ave., Wall, and discovered both had an environmental issue at some point in
time, he said.

Robert Shea, Greater Media’s attorney, said “even if there is an inkling of any kind of [New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection] issue, [Greater Media] will not touch that property.”

Mr. Atkins had testified previously that 15 parking spaces will be needed for WRAT employees during the
construction, and Greater Media and local establishments had entered into an agreement to provide parking
spaces during that time. The establishments are Bar Anticipation, located at 703 16th Ave., the South Belmar
First Aid building, located at 703 18th Ave., and Four Springs Capital, located at 1901 Main St.

Upon request, the agreements between Greater Media and the local establishments were entered into
evidence. Mr. Atkins then detailed Greater Media’s parking plan.
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Fifteen temporary parking spaces will be allocated at Bar Anticipation, with all those spaces being close to the
railroad track and furthest from the bar’s building, Mr. Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins said he anticipates no problems with this since there is a difference in timing from when Greater
Media will be utilizing Bar A’s parking spaces and the bar’s peak hours.

At the South Belmar First Aid building and Four Springs Capital, Greater Media is looking to have an additional
nine spaces — five at the first aid building and four at Four Springs Capital — which Mr. Shea said is taking that
“extra step” since they only need 15 spaces.

The first aid building has nine defined parking spaces and Four Springs Capital has 22 spaces, Mr. Atkins said,
and, based on his observation, both buildings do not fully utilize their spaces.

Alan P. Hilla, borough engineer and Birdsall Services Group employee, asked whether Greater Media plans to do
construction during the weekend.

Mr. Shea said they will work during the times permitted in borough code.

Borough code allows construction to take place Monday to Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Construction cannot
take place on Sundays or holidays.

PAUL ELIA

In response to board members’ inquiries, Mr. Elia presented several pictures, representing what the current
tower looks like from different locations compared to what the proposed tower will look like at the same
locations. These locations include the corner of 18th Avenue and the railroad tracks looking east, Main Street
and 16th Avenue looking south and from Marucci Park’s parking lot looking north.

Board member Joe Cavaluzzi asked whether the pictures accurately represented the color of the proposed
tower, to which Mr. Elia said they did. Mr. Elia also said the new tower would be a galvanized gray.

At a previous meeting, Mr. Elia testified that gray will be used as the color for the new tower because it blends
into the sky, making the weight and mass of the tower not as “prevalent as a red and white striped tower.”

CHARLES HECHT

At a prior meeting, one board member raised questions about how Greater Media knew raising the tower’s
height would increase its reliability and ability to disseminate information.

To answer that question, Mr. Hecht presented two more concise displays than he previously presented. One
display detailed how well the current tower disseminates information, and the other detailed how the proposed
tower would disseminate information.

Mr. Hecht used the Longley-Rice model, which is a method used to show how well areas receive radio
transmission taking into account objects that could interfere with that service, such as buildings and foliage.
This method is accepted by the Federal Communications

Commission [FCC].

“Coverage is never absolute,” Mr. Hecht said. Coverage, he said, is usually based on reliability and how well
most of the people in an area can reliably receive service most of the time, he said.

According to Mr. Hecht, by increasing the radio tower’s height and decreasing the tower’s power, Greater Media
will be able to reach an additional 101.8 square miles, which is an increase of 10.67 percent, and an additional
50,888 people, which is an increase of 11.78 percent, Mr. Hecht said. He noted this only indicates the
population able to be served. Whether they are customers is not represented.

These numbers are based on a 60 dBu contour, which is “recognized as the area in which a reliable signal can
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be received using an ordinary radio receiver and antenna,” according to the Public Telecommunications
Facilities Program’s website, www.ntia.doc.gov/legacy/otiahome/ptfp/coverage/coverage.htm.

Coverage will essentially be improved everywhere, he said.

Planning board member Deborah Hilliard asked if Greater Media would be encroaching on other radio stations’
ability to serve those areas by increasing the height of the tower and the area and amount of people that can
receive the service.

Mr. Hecht said from an allocation point of view, it will not infringe on other radio stations.

Radio stations are allocated by the FCC, and “it’s up to you to make the most of it. We’re trying to make the
most of it,” he said.

Board member Joseph Oleszkiewicz talked about radio reception for other stations being lost as one
approaches the WRAT building.

“That’s what most of us are seeing,” he said, noting it is his experience, and he is not claiming it is coming
from WRAT’s radio tower.

Mr. Hecht said it is not unique as it could happen near any tower.

It is not the radio tower causing the problem, Mr. Hecht said.

“Radios today think,” he said, and when a radio is in the presence of a strong signal it turns down its
sensitivity, meaning its ability to receive signals.

If anything, the increased height will help alleviate that situation because the tower will be 200 feet or so
higher, Mr. Hecht said.

THE APPLICATION’S future

The testimony is expected to continue at the planning board’s next meeting on May 13. The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m.
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