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Police investigating telephone scam
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The Lake Como Police Department is asking residents to be vigilant when speaking on the phone
to someone who is asking for money as telephone scams have been reported in the area, including one in the
borough.

According to Det. Phil Bohrman, the borough police department took a report of a phone scam on April 3, in
which a female resident was contacted by someone she assumed to be her grandson.

Det. Bohrman declined to name the resident involved.

The person the resident assumed was her grandson requested money because he had been involved in a car
accident in which he was charged with driving while intoxicated and a friend who was in the car was injured
and in the hospital, Det. Bohrman said, noting the money was allegedly needed to post bail.

According to Det. Bohrman, the scammer said his friend’s father was an attorney who would represent them on
the matter pro bono.

The attorney then collaborated the story, and reiterated that money should be sent
immediately to post bail, the detective said.

Believing the phone call to be true as she has a grandson, the resident went to
Western Union to transfer money, the detective said.

While at the bank, a bank teller tipped the resident off to the scam, at which point
she reported it to the Lake Como Police Department.

According to Det. Bohrman, the resident sent two money transactions, one of which
was for $2,000. The third transaction was stopped, he said.

The detective declined to disclose how much money the transactions totaled.

The incident happened a few days prior to the April 3 police report.

According to the detective, this is the only incident in Lake Como, but “the same story, same M.O. [method of
operation]” has happened in other jurisdictions, such as in Wall.

As of Monday, Det. Bohrman said the police are still investigating the matter. There are currently no suspects.

Western Union and MoneyGram have been subpoenaed, he said, adding “we will hopefully move forward with
it” after those records are received.

However, Det. Bohrman said, most of the time the money is wired to offshore bank accounts or overseas,
although they do not know if this is the case in this matter.

Residents who believe this has happened to them, should call the police department at 732-681-3084.
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