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Freehold Borough school district donates
$3,000 to Belmar Elementary
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Since Hurricane Sandy, Belmar Elementary School [BES] has received many donations and kind
offerings from schools across the country.

That generosity continued recently when the Freehold Borough School District donated $3,000 to BES.

After Hurricane Sandy, the three Freehold Borough School District Parent Teacher Organizations [PTO] decided
to adopt a school district, and selected Belmar Elementary School, said Jill Schiff, Freehold Borough
Intermediate School Parent Teacher Organization president.

In January, the school district donated $500 to BES.

Three months later, in January, the school district donated another $3,000.

The money was raised through the school’s super 50/50, which totaled $6,000, said
Ms. Schiff. The winning ticket was drawn on Monday, April 8, with half of the money,
or $3,000, being donated to Belmar Elementary and the other half going to the
winning ticket holder, Ms. Schiff said.

According to Ms. Schiff Hope Raymond, of Middletown, was the winner and decided
she wanted to donate $1,000 of her winnings to BES.

“We feel like we’ve supported another community,” Ms. Schiff said. “ … We made the
right choice in selecting Belmar.”

BES Assistant Principal Lisa Hannah said the school community is appreciative of the ongoing support from
Freehold Borough Schools’ PTO, which she said faces similar challenges in meeting the needs of the students,
especially those who come from economically disadvantaged homes.

“The fact that they chose to donate the proceeds of their fundraiser to our school community speaks volumes
about the message of empathy and compassion they are instilling in their students and that is clearly shared by
their school community,” Ms. Hannah said.

A portion of the money will go toward upcoming events for the students, such as the Belmar Strong Beach
Celebration on May 22 and a school assembly centered on the Belmar strong theme on May 31. The Belmar
Strong Beach Celebration will be a day for the students to play games, listen to music and have fun on the
beach.

The rest of the donated money will go toward school improvements that will benefit the entire student body.
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