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Belmar Woman’s Club to hold annual
luncheon, gift auction
Heights resident to talk about her life
experience with breast cancer
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club [BWC] will have a
presenter speak about her breast cancer experience, and her
role in spreading awareness since beating it, at their annual
luncheon and gift auction.

The luncheon and gift auction is slated for May 3.

Francine Forte, BWC chairman of fundraising, said she was
diagnosed with myeloma, which is a cancer of the white blood
cells, about one year ago. When she was being treated at the
University of Arkansas Medical Sciences’ Myeloma Institute for
Research and Therapy she encountered the “Look Good Feel
Better” program, which inspired her, she said.

The Look Good Feel Better program is “dedicated to improving
the self-esteem and quality of life of people undergoing
treatment for cancer. It is our aim to improve their self-image
and appearance through complimentary group, individual and
self-help beauty sessions that create a sense of support,
confidence, courage and community,” according to the
website, lookgoodfeelbetter.org.

Mrs. Forte shared the knowledge she learned about the
program with someone and that is
how she heard about Donna Van DenBosch-Flynn, of Spring Lake Heights.

“I thought it would be a lot of inspiration to a lot of people to hear her talk,” Mrs.
Forte said about Ms. Flynn.

Ms. Van DenBosch-Flynn said she is a 35-year breast cancer survivor who is committed
to enhancing awareness about the issue.

For the past 25 years she has been an active volunteer with the American Cancer
Society, serving on the county, state and national level as a coordinator for the
society’s Reach to Recovery program and Look Good Feel Better program, she said.

The Reach to Recovery program provides a space for breast cancer survivors to talk with people coping with
their own breast cancer experience.

According to Ms. Van DenBosch-Flynn, she introduced the Look Good Feel Better Program to New Jersey through
a pilot program in Edison in the early 1990s.

During the luncheon officers will also be installed into their positions. The luncheon will begin at 12 p.m. on
May 3 at Doolan’s Shore Club, in Spring Lake Heights. Tickets cost $35. To make a reservation call Peggy Dean at
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The Belmar Woman’s Club held its monthly card
party on April 12 at Brandl, in the Belmar
Plaza. The woman’s club will be holding its
annual luncheon and gift auction on May 3 at
Doolan’s Shore Club, in Spring Lake Heights,
where Donna Van DenBosch-Flynn will be
presenting. Ms. Van DenBosch-Flynn is a breast
cancer survivor who will discuss her experience,
as well as her involvement in spreading
awareness since. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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732-681-2162 or Rita Lane at 732-681-7262.
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