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Gift auction slated for next Friday
Big fundraiser for Belmar Elementary Parent Teacher Organization
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Elementary School [BES] Parent Teacher Organization [PTO] is hosting its biggest
fundraiser of the year next Friday.

Each year, the PTO holds one large fundraiser to raise money to support school endeavors. Traditionally that
event has been Casino Night, but this year the PTO decided to try a new event, the April Showers Bring May
Flowers Gift Auction.

The gift auction will take place on April 26, and is expected to feature about 150 to 175 gift baskets to be
auctioned off, said Carol Hope, co-chairwoman of the event. The other co-chairwoman is Tammy Soluri.

Gift baskets include gift cards from local restaurants, such as the Boathouse, Nicchio Ristorante and Tulipano’s,
an electric guitar and tickets to Rutgers and Princeton football. Most items were donated to the event, but the
PTO did purchase some of them.

Last year, the Casino Night raised about $2,500 for the PTO, but Ms. Hope said they are hoping to surpass that
amount this year.

Those in attendance can expect great gifts and fabulous food while supporting a
worth while cause, Ms. Hope said.

The money raised will go towards the PTO, who supports school endeavors such as the
school’s field day, in-school assemblies and scholarships for graduating seniors who
are Belmar Elementary alumni.

“The money that we raise does a lot of good things,” Ms. Hope said.

Tickets cost $45 each or $75 for a ticket package. Both include a buffet dinner and a
ticket package for 28 tickets or 90 tickets, respectively.

The gift auction takes place from 6:30-11 p.m. on April 26 at The Columns, in Avon-by-the-Sea.

For more information please contact belmarespto@gmail.com or call 732-996-3446.
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