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Two St. Rose eight-graders win school essay
contest
Reflecting on their experience at St. Rose, what it meant to them
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the end of the school year in sight, the graduating class participated in an essay contest
reflecting on their experience at St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] and what it meant to them.

Eighth-graders Victoria Galvan, 14, and Marykate O’Malley, 14, took home the title of best essay.

The essay contest was created by the David Project so students could identify what is good about the school.
The David Project consists of a group of parents and teachers whose mission is to “spread the good news of St.
Rose Grammar School,” said Sheila Langon, a pre-k teacher at SRGS and the one who created the project.

“Who better than the kids who go to school here,” Ms. Langon said.

Victoria said she was excited about winning.

“Everything I said was pretty much true and I just wanted to express that through this
essay,” she said.

Marykate was also excited about winning.

She said she was surprised she won because she did not put a lot of thought into it.
Writing the essay had come naturally, she said.

“I’ve been coming here since second grade and really enjoyed the school so writing it
was kind of easy for me,” Marykate said.

All the essays the eighth-graders wrote will be displayed at the school’s open house from 9-11 a.m. on April 24.

A portion of Victoria and Marykate’s essays are written below.

One word I would use to describe this school is the word love. Everyone loves each other and doesn’t judge the
way they are or act. It’s like a family member who does not criticize you for your actions. He or she loves you
unconditionally and accepts you for who you are. This is what the students, teachers and administration at St.
Rose make me feel like.

— Victoria

I owe a great amount of thanks to the teachers I have had in my years at St. Rose. Without their guidance and
helpful attitude, I would not be prepared for high school as I am now. They have brought me helpful techniques
for the future and they have truly paved the way for success in my future years of education. I thank the entire
faculty at St. Rose for their positive attitudes, kind encouragement and insightful guidance. Thanks to the
entire Saint Rose community, I have been blessed with seven years of excellent education, loving faculty and
memories I will never forget.

— Marykate
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