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Jersey Cares continues clean up effort at
Belmar’s St. Rose Parish
Saves parish $15,000 by cleaning 100
chairs and 15 tables
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — This past weekend, 26 people traveled to Belmar to
help the St. Rose Parish continue its cleanup efforts.

According to Bill Harkins, a St. Rose parishioner and member
of the finance council for St. Rose Church, St. Rose Parish
sustained about $5 million in damage due to the storm.

Five of its six buildings sustained flood damage, while the sixth
building, St. Rose Grammar School, suffered damage to its
roof.

Some of the damage is covered by the Diocese of Trenton and
its insurance carrier, but what is not covered will be paid for
by the parish and the many donations they have received, Mr.
Harkins said, noting he is unsure how much money that is.

To help the parish, Jersey Cares coordinated a volunteer event
in conjunction with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, here.
Jersey Cares is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
“increasing civic engagement in New Jersey by coordinating
volunteer opportunities to address community-identified
needs,” according to Jersey Cares website,
www.jerseycares.org.

Jersey Cares posted the volunteer event on their website
where 24 students from the New Jersey Institute of Technology

[NJIT], in Newark, and a father/son
team from Wall Township responded.

“There’s still so much work to be done,” said Charlotte Kerwick, Jersey Cares
program manager. Since Hurricane Sandy, about 50 percent of their volunteer efforts
are Sandy related, and as of Monday, April 15, there have been 956 Sandy relief
projects with 6,322 volunteers having participated in those projects, she said.

“It’s been very gratifying to be able to help with this recovery effort,” she said.

On Saturday, April 13, they helped clean 100 chairs and 15 tables that sustained
damaged from the storm.

The items needed to be cleaned for rust and grime as they had been sitting in storm waters, then in an outdoor
storage unit since Hurricane Sandy.

By doing this, the volunteers saved St. Rose Parish about $15,000, Mr. Harkins said.
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Twenty-four students from New Jersey Institute
of Technology, in Newark, and a father/son
team from Wall spent time this past Saturday
cleaning tables and chairs at St. Rose Parish
that were damaged during Hurricane Sandy. The
volunteer effort was coordinated by Jersey
Cares in collaboration with St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Photo courtesy MARGARET MORE
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Wall resident Todd Meyer and his son, Jack, 12, volunteered at the event because they wanted to help people
impacted by the storm “that people seemed to already have forgotten about,” Mr. Meyer said.

They found the volunteer effort at St. Rose Parish on Google, and decided to attend.

“It was really fun,” Mr. Meyer said.
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