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Wedding ring, barricade paint among
emergency expenses
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A wedding ring, the purchase of damaged cars from residents and paint to make concrete barricades
look pretty were among the emergency expenses Belmar officials approved in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Ted Ehmann, of Oakwood Road, made an Open Public Records Act [OPRA] request for the invoices related to
the two bond ordinances the governing body passed on first reading for emergency expenses related to
Hurricane Sandy earlier this year. The two bonds totaled $3.5 million— $1.86 million in one bond for non-capital
improvements and $1.64 million in the other bond for capital improvements.

According to the invoices, on Nov. 21, the Borough of Belmar reimbursed a police officer $1,600 for his wedding
band. That money was reimbursed to the borough — two weeks after Mr. Ehmann filed his OPRA request for the
invoices on March 4.

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, she was not involved in that decision.

She said in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, the police officer was rescuing people from
their homes and lost his wedding band in the process. He approached Robbin Kirk,
chief financial officer for the borough, who approved the cost to be reimbursed to the
officer, Ms. Connolly said.

A few months later, on March 20 — just more than two weeks after the OPRA request
was filed — it came to Ms. Connolly and Mayor Matt Doherty’s attention that the
wedding band cost was reimbursed, she said. They believed it was not a reimbursable
expense, so that same day the police officer gave the money back to the borough, Ms.
Connolly said.

Ms. Connolly said “it really was when we got the OPRA request we realized it was there.”

Mayor Doherty said, “it was a mistake.”

Ms. Connolly said she and the mayor did not know about the transaction for several months because “you need
to remember the number of transactions that transpired were in the thousands.”

She continued, “99 percent of the time I trust her gut explicitly,” but this was not one of the times.

The borough also paid $112 for paint for the barricades.

Ms. Connolly said most of the paint for the barricades was donated, but the borough purchased a few more
buckets to finish the project.

The barricades along A Street were painted to uplift the spirits of those living near the beach, officials said.

The borough was trying to “incorporate a little bit of humanity in what looked like a war-torn area,” she said.

Ms. Connolly said she did not have a comment at this time regarding the paint.

The borough also paid two residents for their Hurricane Sandy-damaged cars late last year.
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James Alburtus was paid $3,514 for his 1999 Chevy Tahoe, while Kevin Fitzgerald was paid $6,759 for his Ford
Ranger. Mr. Alburtus loaned the town his car in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, while Mr. Fitzgerald is a Water
Rescue Team member, Ms. Connolly said, noting both cars were damaged while they were being used for storm-
related purposes.

According to Ms. Connolly, the borough offered to purchase Mr. Alburtus’ and Mr. Fitzgerald’s damaged cars,
and that was the transaction that was made.

Mr. Alburtus decided he wanted to fix his car, so he returned the check in January, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough is looking to be reimbursed for the purchase of Mr. Fitzgerald’s car through its insurance company,
she said.

The borough has submitted a project worksheet to the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] for
$390,256 for items such as rented equipment, ice and food for first responders. This was submitted on Feb. 4.

They have also submitted a project worksheet for $5.42 million for debris removal. This was submitted on Jan.
3.

According to Christopher McKniff, FEMA public information officer for Monmouth County, submitted project
worksheets usually mean they are approved projects.

Ms. Connolly said the borough will be pursuing the reimbursement of the rest of the emergency expenses
incurred from FEMA and the borough’s insurance company.

It was an “incredible, intense disaster and an incredible complex financial recovery”— a process that does not
happen as quickly as one would like, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough creates a project worksheet, then submits the claims to the town’s insurance company, Ms.
Connolly said. Then, what is not reimbursed by them, is amended on the project worksheet and submitted for
reimbursement from FEMa, she said.

The second reading of the bond ordinances were expected to be voted on at last night’s council meeting.
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John Smith → Posted: Thursday, Apr 18 at 08:47 AM

Funny how the wedding band money was reimbursed after the OPRA was made. How do you as a finance/ business
officer (CFO of the town) not review payments on a monthly basis?
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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