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Errol Ernstrom [from left] of American Placemeats, Denville, sponsored Tuesday’s Southern Monmouth Chamber of Commerce 
[SMCC] meeting in Belmar. Also in attendance were Evelyn Mars, executive director of the SMCC, and Adam Puharic, the 
chamber’s president. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — There is more to the lieutenant governor’s job than staying in New Jersey so it does not snow 
tons, joked Kim Guadagno, New Jersey’s lieutenant governor and secretary of state, at the Southern 
Monmouth Chamber of Commerce [SMCC] luncheon at Klein’s Fish Market on Tuesday. 

Lt. Gov. Guadagno joked about this because both her and Gov. Chris Christie received criticism for being on 
vacation when a massive blizzard hit New Jersey in 2010. Gov. Christie was in Florida and Lt. Gov. 
Guadagno was in Mexico.  

As lieutenant governor, her job is to help small businesses and improve the economy. And that is exactly 
what she was doing when she spoke at the luncheon. 

Lt. Gov. Guadagno spoke to a crowded room about small businesses and the strides Gov. Christie’s 
administration has made since taking office in 2010.  

The Tax Foundation, a nonpartisan tax research group based in Washington, D.C., ranked New Jersey 50th 
in the country in 2011 for its heavy tax burden on small businesses for the second year in a row. 

But, that will change, Lt. Gov. Guadagno said.  

The lieutenant governor is committed to giving small businesses direct access to her because “people need 
elected public officials to be accessible, especially in the business community,” she said.  

That is why she gave everyone at the luncheon her cell phone number: 609-575-8111. 



“You pay me, you pay my salary, you pay that cell phone number,” she said. “You have the right to use the 
cell phone that your tax money pays for.” 

Lt. Gov. Guadagno said a person can call her with any questions and she will always get a person the answer 
— even though they may not like the answer. 

Gov. Christie’s office is making decisions and moving on and things are turning around for businesses, Lt. 
Gov. Guadagno said.  

In 2009, the year before Gov. Christie and Lt. Gov. Guadagno took office, she said 117,000 private sector 
jobs were lost. Since taking office, 74,000 private sector jobs have been created, she said. These statistics 
came from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

“We stopped the bleeding,” Lt. Gov. Guadagno said. “Moving forward, things are turning around.” 

In the coming years, Gov. Christie’s office is talking about lowering income taxes, Lt. Gov. Guadagno said.  

Before Gov. Christie took office it was not a question of if taxes would increase, but how much they would 
increase, Lt. Gov. Guadagno said. Now, it is a question of how much taxes will decrease, she said. 

Gov. Christie has proposed a 10-percent tax cut in every income tax bracket, which will be begin in January 
2013 and will be phased in over three years, according to Gov. Christie’s tax relief proposal.  

These “new tax cuts will make New Jersey more competitive and lift the burden on small businesses and 
entrepreneurship,” according to the proposal. 

Lt. Gov. Guadagno said Gov. Christie’s office will also be looking toward New Jersey citizens for a plan on 
where to build businesses and how to preserve growth. 

“You all are better planners than bureaucrats sitting in cubicles in Trenton,” she said. “We will be asking you 
questions like, ‘What do you want your community to look like?’” 

Lt. Gov. Guadagno also has the idea of giving incentives to residents who want to help build a better 
community. For instance, giving incentives, like money back, to people who agree not to build in Barnegat 
or to people who decide to start businesses in Asbury Park, she said. 

Finally, Lt. Gov. Guadagno said she is working to market New Jersey overseas. She is telling international 
companies to invest in the state by starting a business here, she said.  

Lt. Gov. Guadagno said people should ask questions, such as what companies they would like to see in New 
Jersey; what problems are in New Jersey; and what would make the state better. 

“If you use my cell for these reasons, there is no doubt that tomorrow in New Jersey will be better than 
today. It is already turned around,” she said.  

	  


