
The Coast Star (4/19/2012): Rock for Autism 
benefit scheduled for May 4 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar First Aid and Autism Family Services of New Jersey will be sponsoring the fifth annual 
Rock for Autism fundraiser to benefit a Surfers Healing camp on May 4 from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. at D’Jais Bar & Grill. 

Surfers Healing, a nonprofit dedicated to enriching the lives of autistic children through surfing, was founded by 
Danielle and Israel Paskowitz, whose son, Isaiah, was diagnosed with autism when he was three years old. After 
realizing how much the ocean and surfing impacted their child, Mr. and Mrs. Paskowitz decided to host surf camps 
around the country to expose autistic children to surfing. 

Rock for Autism is the fundraiser that helps fund the two-day surf camp in Belmar that will be held on Sept. 9 and 
10.  

The fundraising event costs $10 and consists of an extensive buffet and rock ‘n’ roll music from the local band 
Holme, said Fran Hines, director of Emergency Medical Services in Belmar. Mr. Hines, resident of Neptune City, 
has a 14 year-old autistic son, Colton. 

Autistic children do not have the opportunity to be a “normal” child, Mr. Hines said.  

“If there is a great cause in this world, this is it because autism is an incredibly cruel infliction for these kids. 
Anything good happening to them is worth its weight in gold,” Mr. Hines said. 

Frank Sementa, owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill and drummer in the local band Holme, said that by coming to the event 
“you will know exactly why we do it.” 

“Extending a helping hand to families whose children have autism to allow them to know they are not alone and that 
the community cares” is important, Mr. Sementa said. 

Those interested in attending can contact Mr. Hines at fhines@belmarfirstaid.com or call 732-681-1359 for ticket 
information. Cash donations are also accepted at the door.  

	  


