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Alarm system installed in Brielle
Elementary School
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Brielle Elementary School is now a little safer
thanks to an emergency alarm system that was recently
installed.

For the past few years, the Brielle Elementary School has been
working to bring a security system to the school, which is
being done in three phases. The borough’s police department
has been aiding in the project, offering advice on where
cameras and the emergency alarm system should be installed.

Superintendent Chris Carlson said she has always emphasized
the importance of doing drills for security purposes.

“The added element, or what I called detering the enemy,” is
being implemented through the three phases of the project,
she said.

The first phase entailed installing cameras throughout the
building and a buzzer system to let people into the building,
Mrs. Carlson said.

Now, the school is in its second phase, which consists of
installing more cameras and an emergency alarm system,
which was installed last week.

Mrs. Carlson said the school district needs an additional six
cameras on the property. It currently has more than 15
cameras.

The emergency alarm system has been placed throughout the
school, and consists of six permanent alarms, which look

similar to fire alarms but are blue,
and six portable devices for staff members to bring when they are outside, Mrs.
Carlson said.

When the device is pushed, it sends a school wide message over the loudspeaker,
alerting students and staff that the school is going into lockdown mode, said Police
Chief Michael Palmer. It also immediately alerts the Brielle and Manasquan police
departments by sending a message directly to their radios, bypassing a dispatch or
call center that would need to reroute the call to the proper authorities.

This will all happen in a shorter time than it takes for someone to dial 9-1-1, the chief
said, so the police departments “know quicker if there’s a problem at the school, which relates to a faster
response time.”

According to Mrs. Carlson, Brielle Elementary School is one of the first elementary schools in the county to
install this system.
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Brielle class II special police officer Felicia
Pappalardo [from left], Ptl. Dylan Lovgren and
Brielle Elementary School Vice Principal Colin
Sabia looked at the newly installed alarm
system in the school. When pushed, the alarm
system, which has several locations throughout
the building, will alert students and faculty
that the school is entering lockdown mode. It
also alerts the Manasquan and Brielle police
officers directly on their radios, bypassing the
time needed for a dispatcher to receive the
alarm and send it to the officers. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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The system cost about $15,000, and was financed in 2013 by taking out $5,000 from the office of emergency
management and police budgets, the chief said. Each budget had $2,500 taken out of it.

The remainder of the money came from money donated from the Board of Recreation and Brielle Race Day
Committee.

Chief Palmer said the system is a positive for the district as it not only allows the police to respond quicker in
case of an emergency, but it also “puts everyones mind at ease that if something should occur the police will
be there much faster.”

The system was tested the day other while school was closed, and the school plans on testing it again, in the
near future while students are in school.

Mrs. Carlson said the school district is unsure, yet, what phase III will consist of..
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