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Brielle Elementary’s Jennifer Love runs the
2014 Boston Marathon
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The Boston Marathon has long been a staple in the running community.

But the 118th Boston Marathon, which took place on Monday, was different than in year’s past as it was much
more than a run for many people.

Instead, for many, the 26.2 mile run was a way to show support and prove they would not let the bombings that
took place one year ago at the finish line of the marathon defeat them.

“It was very emotional,” said Jennifer Love, 43, of Point Pleasant. Ms. Love is a third-grade teacher at Brielle
Elementary School.

This was Ms. Love’s first time competing in the Boston Marathon. She had tried several times before to qualify,
to no avail, but was able to qualify in the New Jersey Marathon in Long Branch in May 2013.

“After last year happened, it was even more important than ever to qualify,” she
said. “I wanted to be a part of taking back the finish line and making it about the
runners again, and not about the tragedy that happened last year.”

The 26.2 mile course was very hard, Ms. Love said, but all the spectators along the
way were very supportive.

She completed the marathon in 4 hours, 6 minutes and 38 seconds.

“I am happy that I finished and I want to go back and beat my time,” Ms. Love said.

“It was probably the best experience of my life,” she said.

While the run itself may be over, the lessons learned from it continue in Ms. Love’s third-grade class.

“All those skills that you learn on the track or doing a marathon can be brought into the classroom,” she said.

Ms. Love said she tries to incorporate those skills, which include dedication, determination and setting a goal
and achieving it, into her classroom.

“They’ve always been a part of my experience,” Ms. Love said about her third-grade class.

“I think it makes us one,” she said.
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