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D’Jais Bar & Grill opening night to raise
funds for a good cause
Rock for Autism raises funds for the end-of-summer, two-day Beach Bash
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — D’Jais Bar & Grill will once again dedicate its opening night, on May 2, to a worthwhile cause —
raising funds for the annual Surfer’s Healing camp.

Surfers Healing, a nonprofit dedicated to enriching the lives of children with autism through surfing, was
founded by Danielle and Israel Paskowitz, of California, whose son, Isaiah, was diagnosed with autism when he
was three years old. After realizing how much the ocean and surfing impacted their child, Mr. and Mrs.
Paskowitz decided to host surf camps around the country to expose autistic children to surfing, including one in
Belmar.

Each year, the Belmar First Aid Squad co-sponsors Rock for Autism with D’Jais to raise funds for the two-day
event, which is held the Sunday and Monday after Labor Day weekend.

This year, the camp will be held on Sept. 7 and 8.

“We bring hundreds of families who deal with autism every day to the beach” to have a great time with their
family, said Fran Hines, director of emergency medical services in town. Mr. Hines, of Neptune City, has a
16-year-old son, Colton, who has autism.

The two-day event is complete with surf lessons, food, and activities for children,
such as arts and crafts and zumba. There is also a DJ.

“It’s a great thing for the families,” Mr. Hines said. “They can kind of let their hair
down, so to speak,” and not be afraid of being judged.

Last year’s Rock for Autism had about 800 people attend, raising over $7,000 for the
two-day event.

Rock for Autism will begin at 6 p.m. on May 2 at D’Jais Bar & Grill, on Ocean Avenue.

The event will feature local band Holme, drinks and a buffet.

Tickets cost $10, and can be purchased at the door or by emailing Mr. Hines at fhines@belmarfirstaid.com.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “D’Jais Bar & Grill opening night to raise funds for a good cause”

Star News Group (04.24.14): D'Jais Bar & Grill opening night to... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/04.24.14/d_jais_bar___...

1 of 1 5/9/14 10:51 AM


