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Students celebrate Earth Day with a variety
of activities
Activities included a school-wide walk to
school day, book swap
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Preserving the Earth is important, and this week,
Brielle Elementary School students learned just how important
it is through a variety of activities to celebrate Earth Day.

Earth Day is celebrated on April 22, and to raise awareness
about the environment EcoMoms decided to dedicate one
week to the cause.

Brielle Elementary School’s EcoMoms, which was founded in
2009 by borough resident Andrea Feldmann, began as a small
group of women who met in their homes to exchange green
strategies and holistic ideas for fostering a healthy
environment at home and school.

EcoMoms created Earth Week in the school district. It is being
celebrated from April 21-25.

“The children need to learn how to preserve our natural resources and protect the
environment they grow up in” because the Earth’s natural resources are being
depleted, said Andrea Schuett, Earth Week coordinator and EcoMoms representative
for the Brielle Parent Teacher Organization.

“We’ve created so much pollution and if we could learn to recycle more and reuse
more at school and in our homes, we can slow down this process,” she said, of
polluting the Earth.

To teach the students the importance of recycling and reusing resources, EcoMoms has
had students partake in a variety of activities throughout the week.

These activities included wearing green on Monday, bringing in recyclable technology items to be used for the
EcoMom’s TerraCycle program on Tuesday and swapping gently used books for “new” ones on Wednesday.
Barbara Mason, school librarian, helped facilitate the book swap in conjunction with EcoMoms Beth Smith and
Ellen Visceglia, who organized it.

The green company TerraCycle — founded in 2002 and headquartered in Trenton — eliminates waste by creating
national recycling systems for previously non-recyclable or hard-to-recycle waste. TerraCycle, in turn, gives the
school dollars for the recycled goods.

Today, the students are expected to bring their lunches and snacks in reusable or recyclable containers.

“We'll be looking for kids with those ideal lunches,” meaning their lunches generate no trash, Ms. Schuett said.

Those that have no trash at lunch will be entered in a raffle, with a chance to win prizes, such as a pen made
from a recycled water bottle or a pencil case made from upcycled chip wrappers, she said.
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The week will conclude with a school-wide walk to school. Students can also bike or skateboard.

According to Superintendent Christine Carlson, she and Vice Principal Colin Sabia will walk from their homes
and meet students at the 9/11 Memorial Park, on Riverview Drive, and walk to school. Mrs. Carlson lives in
Wall, while Mr. Sabia lives in Point Pleasant.

In addition, throughout the week, EcoMoms have had daily facts inserted into the school’s morning
announcements that share important facts about the Earth and the negative impacts people’s actions can do to
it, Ms. Schuett said. The announcement also includes tips on how to rectify those negative impacts.

Elisanne Lembo’s fifth-grade science and social studies classes also created two giant posters — one on ways to
protect the Earth and another on ways to save electricity, which are hanging in the school’s main hallway.

Art teacher Sue Grady also had students draw on 500 paper bags, which customers who shopped at ShopRite on
Route 34 in Wall were able to take home after they were done checking out.
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