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Woman dies in Belmar crash
Tiffany Soto, 26, of Howell, killed after being ejected from car
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office and the Belmar Police Department are investigating a car
accident in the borough early Easter morning that left one woman dead.

According to Charles Webster, the county prosecutor’s public information officer, at 2:08 a.m. on Sunday, the
Belmar Police Department responded to a report of a motor vehicle accident at the intersection of Route 35
and Eighth Avenue, which is the intersection at the base of the Route 35 bridge.

Edwin Martinez, 22, of Howell, was driving a 2010 Honda Civic with his girlfriend, Tiffany Soto, 26, also of
Howell, as a passenger, when his car — which was entering Route 35 from Eighth Avenue — was hit by a 2014 Kia
Forte driving northbound on Route 35.

Police did not say who had the right of way.

Brandi Savastano, 30, was driving the Kia Forte with her husband, Joseph, 26, in the passenger seat, Mr.
Webster said. Mr. Webster did not know what town the Savastanos resided in.

Mr. Savastano is a patrolman with the Neptune Township Police Department.

After Mrs. Savastano hit the Honda Civic, the Honda hit a curb and overturned, hitting
a lightpole, Mr. Webster said.

From there, the car went airborne and ended up in the Belmar Marina parking lot,
hitting a pick up truck parked in the lot before coming to rest by a fence near the
water line.

Ms. Soto was ejected from the car and landed in the water, Mr. Webster said.

She was rescued from the water and transported to Jersey Shore University Medical Center [JSUMC], in
Neptune, where she was pronounced dead at 2:52 a.m.

According to Mr. Webster, the cause of death has been ruled an accident.

Mr. Webster said he does not know whether Ms. Soto was wearing a seat belt at the time of the accident, or
whether alcohol was involved. He also said he does not know where Ms. Soto and Mr. Martinez were coming
from.

Mr. Martinez was also transported to JSUMC for a non-life threatening head injury.

The passengers in the other car were not injured.

Detective Lt. Mike McGhee, of the Neptune Township Police Department, declined to comment on the
investigation or say where Mr. Savastano lives.

As of Wednesday, no summonses have been issued, Mr. Webster said.

“If charges are levied against anyone that remains to be seen,” Mr. Webster said.

The prosecutor’s office continues to investigate the accident.
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Police are asking anyone who has any information to contact Detective Eric Kerecman from the county at
1-800-533-7443 or Belmar Detective Sgt. Mark Walsifer at 732-681-1700.

Friends and family may visit the Lakewood Funeral Home, 6250 Highway 9, Howell today from 3-6 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday at 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary of the Lake Church, Lakewood. Burial
will follow at St. Mary's Cemetery, Lakewood. - See more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries
/app/obituary.aspx?pid=170752938#sthash.hn4k8dEd.dpuf
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