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Library to celebrate 100 years of service
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents will soon get a glimpse into what life was like in Belmar in 1914 during an event
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Belmar Public Library.

The library, which opened in 1914, is celebrating its 100th year of providing service to the community with an
array of events this year, including a social event replicating the early 1900s, when the library first came to be.

According to the Belmar Historical Society [BHS] website, www.belmarhistoricalsociety.org, in 1911 several
women got together and opened the first Belmar library located on F Street, which is now Main Street, which
contained approximately 407 books.

The library quickly grew, and it became clear they needed more space.

With that goal in mind, the ladies began raising funds to purchase the lot where the current library stands,
according to the website. The cost of the lot was $2,500.

Once the ladies purchased the land, the Carnegie Corporation funded the building of
the library, which opened on Dec. 4, 1914.

What is unique about this, said Pat O’Keefe, BHS secretary, is that Andrew Carnegie
liked the plan of the Belmar Public Library so much that he used it as the plans for
libraries all over the country that were beneficiaries of grants from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York.

Mr. Carnegie was a wealthy industrialist who established the Carnegie Corporation,
which is a philanthropic foundation that is still active today.

To celebrate 100 years of service, the BHS and library will be co-sponsoring a social event on May 10 that comes
straight from the early 1900s and will be complete with dignitaries from that era.

Those in attendance are encouraged to dress in accordance to the time period, with women wearing ankle-
length skirts, white gloves and fancy hats, Ms. O’Keefe said. Dignitaries, she said, wore top hats, while other
men wore shirts, suspenders and vests.

Mr. Carnegie; Mr. Gibbs, the Belmar mayor at the time; Mr. Tilton, the library’s architect; and former Mayor
William Bamford, who was a resident at the time, will be in attendance.

Mr. Bamford went on to be mayor after Mr. Gibbs, although not immediately after, Ms. O’Keefe said.

Mayor Matt Doherty will be dressed as Mr. Carnegie, while BHS treasurer James Hohn will be Mr. Bamford.

There is still discussion on who will be Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Tilton.

The event will feature birthday cake, refreshments and other sweets, and activities for children.

These activities include a historical scavenger hunt, where children will search for things that are “part of the
historic charm of the library,” Ms. O’Keefe said.

There will also be a fancy hat contest, prizes and a do-it-yourself historic tour of the library.

Live entertainment will be provided by Keith Calmes, a classical guitarist.
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Rosemarie Korbelak, library manager, said, “we think this is going to be a true representative of 100 years of
the library because they’re actually going back in time to 1914 when it was opened.”

The social event will be held on May 10 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Belmar Public Library, 517 10th Ave. The event
is free and open to the public.

Later in the year, the library is also looking to have an event reenacting a war that took place in the past 100
years and another social event consisting of games, scavenger hunts, ice cream and barbershop quartets.

Then, on Dec. 4, the day the library opened, the library will be rededicated with a ceremony. Dinner will
follow.
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