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Brielle Police Department welcomes Felicia
Pappalardo, first female officer
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Felicia Pappalardo made Brielle history recently
when she became the first female police officer in the
borough.

Ms. Pappalardo, 24, of Brick, was appointed by the council as
a class II special officer on March 24 at the council meeting,
said Chief Michael Palmer.

She began working the following day.

Class II officers carry a weapon.

“The opportunity presented itself, and I think it’s a great
opportunity for the Borough of Brielle and the police
department to have the first female officer on board,” Chief
Palmer said.

Ms. Pappalardo is currently in the midst of a two-month field
training program, in which she rides along with another officer
to be evaluated.

She said she is proud to be the first female officer in the
borough.

“It kind of shows that there is room in law enforcement for
women,” she said.

Prior to working in Brielle, Ms. Pappalardo worked as a class II officer in Manasquan
for three years. She left Manasquan because she could work in Brielle year round,
whereas Manasquan was a seasonal job in the summer, she said.

“I really like it,” she said, of working in Brielle. “It’s definitely a learning
experience.”

Ms. Pappalardo graduated from Monmouth University, West Long Branch, in 2013 with
a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice.

Chief Palmer said he has received positive feedback from everyone who has worked with Ms. Pappalardo.
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Felicia Pappalardo became the first female
police officer in Brielle when she joined the
department late last month. Ms. Pappalardo is a
class II special officer. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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