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Town on its way to adopting flood maps
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The governing body unanimously approved the first reading of an ordinance that will change the
base flood elevations in town to comply with the maps released by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
[FEMA] late last year.

FEMA released advisory base flood elevation maps late last year and is expected to release a new set of base
flood elevation maps soon, with the final version of the maps expected to be released sometime this summer.

According to Louise Mekosh, borough administrator, the borough was originally going to wait until summer to
adopt the maps, but FEMA had called John Rowe, construction official, to advise him that the town should
move forward with an ordinance. Ms. Mekosh said Mr. Rowe was advised they should move forward with an
ordinance because municipalities who do so will get a higher rating when it comes to applying for mitigation
grants, which the borough has already done. It will also help some people in flood areas with insurance issues,
she said.

There were 179 homes in the flood zone prior to the release of the ABFE maps, according to Mayor Mike Ryan.
That number has not changed significantly with the new maps as the flood zone did not expand much, he said.

Residents around Lake Como live in zone A, which is an area where water comes up and sits. Prior to the ABFE
maps, Lake Como had two elevations, 8 and 9 feet, depending where on the lake a house sat.

Lake Como now has one elevation on the ABFE map, which is 11 feet, and the area in
the zone has slightly expanded.

According to the flood damage prevention ordinance, “new construction and
substantial improvement of any residential structure shall have the lowest floor,
including the basement together with the attendant utilities and sanitary facilities,
elevated at or above the base flood elevation or advisory base flood elevation
whichever is more restrictive, plus one foot.”

In other words, homeowners in the flood zone in Lake Como are able to raise their
home 11 feet plus one foot to comply.

The vote on the second reading of the ordinance is expected to take place at the council’s May 7 meeting.
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