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Artwalk slated for Sunday, April 28
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Many people will have art on their mind this weekend during the 10th annual Artwalk in the borough.

“Art is all around us, but people don’t realize that,” said Liz Finegan, owner of Artifacts Boutique, on Main
Street, and coordinator of the event.

To bring art to the town, Ms. Finegan started the artwalk 10 years ago.

“It came out of necessity initially just to keep the downtown thriving in the winter,” Ms. Finegan said.

It started just on the block where her business is located, between 10th and 11th avenues on Main Street, and
has expanded several blocks over the years.

“Downtown has to be more than stores. It has to have events, otherwise you’re going
to lose them to the malls, outlets and online,” Ms. Finegan said.

The artwalk provides a chance for people to walk from venue to venue, experiencing
different types of art.

“You just have fun,” Ms. Finegan said.

“[Art] makes us human,” she said. “It sounds terrible but everyone is becoming these
droids and the art is kind of the saving grace.”

While on the walk, people can see abstract paintings and pop art, a stained glass exhibit and demonstration,
graffiti paintings, photography, pottery and music.

In the future, Ms. Finegan said she would like to expand the artwalk further, bringing poetry, spoken word and
comedians into the event.

The artwalk is free.

It will take place from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on April 28 throughout downtown Belmar. Patrons should pick up their
map at Artifacts Boutique, 1012 Main St., before beginning the walk.
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