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Belmar Elementary looking to improve
academic achievement
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School is ahead of the game, and already trying to better itself in areas that the
school did poorly on in the 2011-2012 NJ School Performance Report.

The 2011-2012 NJ School Performance Report was recently released by the state Department of Education.

According to the 2011-2012 NJ School Performance Report, Belmar Elementary’s academic performance and
college, career readiness and student growth performance “lags in comparison” to schools across the state. In
addition, the school’s academic performance “is about average,” its college and career readiness “significantly
lags” and student growth performance “lags” when compared to its peers.

According to superintendent/principal David Hallman, not all of the report was accurate.

He said the college and career readiness assessment was inaccurate. The college and career readiness
measures how many students take Algebra I in either seventh or eighth grade, as well as measures which
students demonstrate behaviors that are indicative of future attendance and success in college and careers.

Belmar Elementary ranked better than 21 percent of schools nationwide and 17
percent better than schools with similar demographic characteristics, according to
the report.

According to Mr. Hallman, the college and career readiness is based on how many
students are taking Algebra I in seventh and eighth grade, with the state’s goal to
have 20 percent of those students taking the course.

Belmar Elementary has 28 of its 120 seventh-and eighth-grade students — or 23
percent — taking Algebra I, Mr. Hallman said.

However, it did not register that the school met that goal because Belmar Elementary labels Algebra I as
“Eighth Grade Math” since the class incorporates algebra as well as other math subjects needed to be prepared
for the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge [ASK].

Mr. Hallman said the course will be renamed “Algebra I” next year, which will “drastically” change the
assessment.

As for the rest of the report, Mr. Hallman said the district is “not pleased with how we did compared to our
cohort group. We’re looking to be at least in the 50th percentile.”

Belmar Elementary outperformed 39 percent of schools statewide and 40 percent of schools with similar
demographic characteristics, according to the report.

The academic achievement assessment measures the knowledge students have in literacy and math, including
the proficient rating on the language arts and math sections of the NJ ASK.

To better prepare the students, Belmar Elementary has already begun to implement change.

These changes include having a heterogeneous environment for kindergarten to fourth grades, which makes
sure that each child is challenged at the same level, Mr. Hallman said. The teachers have already begun
implementing a workshop model that emphasizes small group instruction and reading on an independent, as
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well as instructional, level, he said. In additional, the school is moving away from the traditional approach of
teaching to one that has an emphasis on differentiated instruction, Mr. Hallman said.

All these changes were implemented in the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year.

“We’re looking to see an improvement over the next couple of years,” Mr. Hallman said.

To view the complete report, visit the New Jersey Department of Education’s performance report site at
http://education.state.nj.us/pr/.
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