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Over $4,000 worth of books donated to
Belmar Elementary
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School students now have a
plethora of new books to choose from thanks to the Restore
Our Shore Schools Through Literacy program.

Mary Beth Spitz, educational consultant with Usborne Books
and More, said that after Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey Shore
her first thought was how education had been affected.

“We knew there was a need” for books,” Ms. Spitz said.

Ms. Spitz said she had an idea, which was to contact some
schools that were not affected by the hurricane and bring in
an author to those schools over the course of one week. The
author was Michelle Nelson-Schmidt, who lives in Georgia, but
went to high school in Freehold, she said.

When an author comes into a school they sell their book, and
based on those sales the host school receives 50 percent back
in free books, Ms. Spitz said.

So, Ms. Spitz said she asked the schools whether they would be
willing to donate the free books they were supposed to get to
schools along the Jersey Shore that were affected by
Hurricane Sandy.

They agreed.

This transpired into the Restore Our Shore Schools

Through Literacy program, and grew into something Ms. Spitz
could not believe. Usborne Books and More partnered with the
Reading Council of Southern New Jersey for the program.

Usborne Books and More agreed to match the school sales
dollar by dollar, instead of their normal 50 percent, Ms. Spitz
said, and outside consultants that work for the company
wanted to do their part by fundraising through schools
throughout the country.

Through this effort, the program was able to raise $77,000
worth of free books for Jersey Shore
schools— some of which went to Belmar Elementary School.

“To provide a book for somebody — sometimes that may be a start for somebody to
continue to want to read,” Ms. Spitz said. “It just snowballs.”

According to Katie Farrington, school library media specialist, about $4,270 worth of
books were donated to the school, with topics ranging from nonfiction to phonic
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On April 17, Mary Beth Spitz, educational
consultant with Usborne Books and More [left],
visited Belmar Elementary School where she
was greeted by Katie Farrington, school library
media specialist. Ms. Spitz brought with her
some books that have been donated to Belmar
Elementary through the Restore Our Shore
Schools Through Literacy program, which is
dedicated to donating books to schools affected
by Hurricane Sandy. Photo courtesy BELMAR
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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books “and everything in between.” The books will go to the school’s library, as well
as Kathy Kenny, who works with the school’s Action 100 reading program.

“We are very excited that we were selected for this grant so that we can continue to
put books in the hands of our students, especially those affected by Hurricane Sandy,”
Ms. Farrington said.

Ms. Spitz came to the school on April 17 to bring a portion of the donated books to
Belmar Elementary. The rest of the books are coming through the mail.
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