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Belmar possibly looking for new
engineering firm
Passed resolution to go out for requests for qualifications
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The council here unanimously approved a resolution at the April 17 meeting authorizing the borough
to go out for requests for qualifications [RFQ] for engineering firms.

For decades, Belmar has used Birdsall Services Group [BSG] as their engineering firm.

However, with the current problems facing the engineering firm, the borough has decided to go out for RFQs.

Seven current and former BSG employees have been indicted for their alleged role in a pay-to-play scheme that
enabled them to bypass the law by disguising illegal corporate political contributions as personal contributions
of employees of the firm.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the borough is going out for RFQs because BSG is being indicted, which has
left the financial stability of the firm in question.

“We need to be in a position where we can take care of the engineering challenges
we have as we continue to rebuild after Hurricane Sandy,” Mayor Doherty said, noting
these projects include rebuilding the pavilions, additional marina work and
infrastructure improvements.

The borough has a contract with BSG, Mayor Doherty said, but that does not mean
they cannot add another engineering firm.

BSG’s contract with Belmar ends on Dec. 31 each year, and has traditionally been
renewed at the annual reorganization meeting.

Even though the borough is going out for RFQs, Mayor Doherty said they have confidence in the BSG employees
that have been working in Belmar.

Mayor Doherty thanked and congratulated BSG employees at the April 17 meeting.

According to the mayor, when BSG temporarily furloughed its employees about two weeks ago, all the BSG
employees that were working in Belmar and who helped design and manage the boardwalk, showed up for
work. BSG employees have since resumed being paid by the company.

“I think it speaks volumes of their character,” he said. “It’s because of their effort that we are still on pace to
be done on time.”
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