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Boro re-examining charge for charitable
events in town
Local ordinance allows borough to charge charities, but they do not
currently do so
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Lake Como could soon be asking some charities to pay a minimum for events they hold in the
borough.

Currently, borough ordinance allows Lake Como to charge charities for holding an event in town, but the
borough has never charged for it, said Louise Mekosh, borough clerk/administrator.

According to Amy Boney, deputy borough clerk, borough ordinance dictates that the cost for special events
differ with each event.

The cost is scaled based on an hourly rate for the patrolmen and public works employees who work at the
event. The number of hours that help determine the cost are those stated on the application plus any
additional hours for things such as street sweeping, putting up and taking down barriers and traffic control. An
organization does not have to use borough employees. They may supply their own if they wish.

In 2012, nine events, such as races and walks, were held on town property, not all of them for charities.

However, upon suggestion by Police Chief Fred Hope that could soon change.

According to Chief Hope, the amount of races through town has put a drain on
resources, including man power and material needed to ensure the races are safe for
the participants.

“Obviously with what we experienced through Sandy and everything a lot of resources
have been depleted,” the chief said, noting it has put a “big strain on us.”

Since Hurricane Sandy, the course for races held in the borough has changed because
parts of Ocean Avenue and North Boulevard remain closed off. The new course is

through side streets of town.

With the new route, more roads are being blocked off, which requires the use of cones and barricades and
additional officers to take care of intersections where there is a heavy volume of traffic, the police chief said.

So, Chief Hope said he has asked the mayor and council to take into consideration all of this and see if there
can be compensation to either purchase what is needed, such as additional cones and barricades, to make the
route as safe as possible for participants.

Even when the course returns to normal, the need will still be there, but to a lesser extent, Chief Hope said.

Chief Hope noted that he is not trying to stop what the charities are doing, or what the mayor and council have
done on behalf of the charities, it is just that the police’s resources are “coming to a low end of the spectrum”
and they need something to be done to continue these races and ensure the safety of the participants.

According to Mayor Mike Ryan, this will be something the borough will be looking into. If a change were to
happen it would be done on a case-by-case basis, he said.
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