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Boro reimbursed $3 million for Sandy-
related expenses
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Since Hurricane Sandy hit, the borough has incurred about $30 million in expenses related to the
storm — some of which has already been reimbursed to the borough.

About $5.4 million of the emergency expenses incurred has been for debris removal, $3.5 million for capital
and non-capital emergency expenses, which has since been converted into two bonds for longer term financing
[see related story], about $4 million for marina work and a bond on the beach utility, which is being used to
build the boardwalk. The money left over from the bond will be used towards rebuilding the pavilions. This
totals $17 million.

Thus far, the borough has been reimbursed about $3 million.

Belmar’s insurance company has reimbursed the borough about $981,000 for loss of the pavilions on Ocean
Avenue, as well as for some of the borough vehicles, Ms. Connolly said.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] has approved reimbursing the borough $4 million for costs
associated with debris removal. The borough has received $2.02 million of that money to date.

The borough has submitted a project worksheet to FEMA for $390,256 for items such
as rented equipment, ice and food for first responders. This was submitted on Feb. 4.

They have also submitted a project worksheet for $5.42 million for debris removal.
This was submitted on Jan. 3.

According to Christopher McKniff, FEMA public information officer for Monmouth
County, submitted project worksheets usually mean they are approved projects.

Ms. Connolly said the borough is still pursuing reimbursement for the remaining costs
through FEMA and the borough’s insurance company.
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