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Rock for Autism slated for May 3
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Opening night at D’Jais Bar & Grill on May 3 will, once again, be dedicated to a good cause as it will
be raising funds for the annual Surfer’s Healing camp.

Surfers Healing, a nonprofit dedicated to enriching the lives of autistic children through surfing, was founded
by Danielle and Israel Paskowitz, whose son, Isaiah, was diagnosed with autism when he was 3. After realizing
how much the ocean and surfing impacted their child, Mr. and Mrs. Paskowitz decided to host surf camps
around the country to expose autistic children to surfing.

Each year the Belmar First Aid Squad co-sponsors Rock for Autism with D’Jais Bar & Grill to raise funds for the
event, which is a two-day event at the end of the summer.

“It brings 400 kids with autism to the beach,” said Fran Hines, director of emergency medical services. It is “an
opportunity they rarely get because we don’t really take our kids out that much.”

The event costs $10 and consists of a buffet and rock ‘n’ roll music from the local band Holme, Mr. Hines said.
Mr. Hines has a 15-year-old autistic son, Colton.

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill and a drummer for Holme, said every
year Rock for Autism is a great event. He also said this year will also serve as a little
celebration of Belmar and the recovery effort since Hurricane Sandy.

“Whenever you run across an opportunity in life to have fun and do a good thing at
the same time, don’t let that opportunity go by,” Mr. Sementa said. “Everyone should
come to the autism benefit.”

Those interested in attending can contact Mr. Hines at fhines@belmarfirstaid.com or
call 732-681-1359 for tickets. Cash donations are also accepted at the door.

Rock for Autism will take place at D’Jais Bar & Grill, on Ocean Avenue, on May 3 beginning at 6 p.m.
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