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Shell Kids reach their $5,000 goal
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the Buy a Board campaign deadline less than a
week away, the Shell Kids have reached their goal of raising
$5,000 for the campaign.

The Buy a Board campaign allows residents and visitors alike
to donate money toward the actual boards that make up the
boardwalk, which is currently being reconstructed after
sustaining damage during Hurricane Sandy last October. The
deadline to contribute to the Buy a Board campaign and have
a donor name displayed on a beach entrance this summer is
April 30.

Earlier this year, a group of Belmar and Lake Como children
got together to form the Shell Kids, with the goal of raising
enough money for the campaign’s “Big Kahuna,” which is the
biggest board level and costs $5,000.

Hannah Doherty, 8, said seeing the boardwalk the day after
the hurricane was “disturbing.” Hannah is the daughter of
Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty and the one who started the Shell
Kids.

“I really didn’t like it. I didn’t want to see it. I didn’t want to
hear about it,” she said.

To help rebuild the boardwalk, Hannah and her sister, Claire,
5, began decorating a few shells to sell, with a goal of
decorating 25 shells to get the $25 “Beach Bum” board.

Little did they know that Hannah’s idea would soon transpire
into a collective action with many
area children participating and hundreds of shell orders coming.

The Shell Kids had raised $4,171 as of Tuesday— that is until a donation of $729, which
is amount needed to meet the goal, was given to the group.

Jacqueline Litowinsky, 8, and her father, Jim, both of Belmar, made the donation.
Jacqueline is one of the Shell Kids.

Jacqueline said she wanted to donate to the Shell Kids because they were almost to
their $5,000 goal and “I wanted to help them.”

She used her birthday money to contribute to the cause.

Mr. Litowinsky, who has been a lifelong Belmar resident, said he is very beach oriented and he is “very happy
with the support the Shell Kids provided for the Big Kahuna board.” That is what spurred his interest in paying
off the rest, Mr. Litowinsky said.

He added that he has been happy with the governing body in Belmar and how they have been able to rebuild
the boardwalk so quickly.
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Jim Litowinsky and his daughter, Jacqueline, 8,
of Belmar, recently donated $729 to the Shell
Kids so they could meet their $5,000 goal for
the Buy a Board campaign. Jacqueline is a
member of the Shell Kids, which is a group of
Belmar and Lake Como children who decided to
paint shells and sell them to raise enough
money to buy the “Big Kahuna” [worth $5,000]
for the Buy a Board campaign. Photo by Haley
Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP
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“It’s beneficial to everyone,” Mr. Litowinsky said.

Hannah said she “can’t thank them enough and we’re just so grateful and don’t know what to say.”

Gavin Lisko, 8, of Belmar, said the boardwalk means everything to the town and it feels good to contribute to
rebuilding it.

“Without the boardwalk the town wouldn’t be right,” Gavin said.

He said the beach entrance that will display the Shell Kids’ names will be something he will look at for years to
come.

The Shell Kids consisted of Belmar residents Hannah, Jacqueline, Claire, Gavin and his twin brother, Tyler,
Lucinda Lisko, 9, William Anan, 9, Lara Shannon, 9, Caroline Rackham, 9, Sophie Wier, 9, Carly Torsiello, 8,
Athena Komitas, 8, Madelyn McManus, 8, Sophia and Emma Rokoszak, 8, Isabella Lusardi, 8, Julia Nicolay, 7,
Ella Herbert, 8, Renee Herbert, 6, Joe Anan, 6, and Heidi Weir, 6, Landon Herbert, 4 and John McManus, 4;
Lake Como residents Hannah and Hope Wilton, 8 and 5 respectively; and Wall residents Angela Westerfield, 9,
and Brody Burns, 6.
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