
The Coast Star (4/26/2012): Free beach access to 
county volunteers gets OK 

Councilman Jim Bean sole no vote on resolution 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The council approved a resolution that will give free beach access to active fire department and 
first aid squad volunteers in the area, effective immediately. 

The resolution expands free beach access from those volunteers in Belmar to volunteers in Monmouth 
County. The volunteers who qualify would show their valid ID to badge checkers to gain access to the beach. 

The resolution was approved 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean the only council member to vote no. 

“While I share Mayor [Matthew] Doherty's sentiments regarding the immensely valuable services these 
volunteers provide, my vote was influenced by a recently enacted state law that specifies what parties can 
receive no fees, or reduced fees for beach access,” Councilman Bean said. 

The law states that children under the age of 12 years of age, as well as, people over 65 years old, are not 
required to be charged. A municipality may also provide reduced or no fees to people with disabilities, 
people in active military service in any of the Armed Forces, including the New Jersey National Guard, and 
their dependents. 

Furthermore, Councilman Bean said he does not feel comfortable discriminating against different types of 
volunteers in Belmar, the county or the state, he said. 

Mayor Doherty disagreed.  

He said the resolution is not illegal and that the volunteers are a “special” type of people. 

“I believe that people running into a burning building or resuscitating a person are a special volunteer worthy 
of a simple thank you, like free beach access,” he said.  

The free beach access for Monmouth County volunteers will also promote Belmar to more families from 
Monmouth County, Mayor Doherty said. 

Currently, many of Belmar’ s visitors come from North Jersey, and Belmar is trying to change that, he said, 
and attract more Monmouth County families. 

	  


