
The Coast Star (4/26/2012): Construction on 
potential mini golf course eyes July tee time 

 

Chefs International has proposed constructing a miniature golf course [above] at the Belmar Marina, as well as a restaurant and 
patio bar. The company is scheduled to appear before the planning board on May 1 to present the project. Photo courtesy HARRIS 

MINIATURE GOLF COURSES, INC 

 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Chefs International plans to build a miniature golf course on the marina, here. 

The miniature golf course would be located off Route 35 across from the Dairy Queen on the marina 
property. 

Chefs International, which is based in Point Pleasant and currently has nine locations, will rent the space 
from Belmar for $95,000, with a 3-percent annual increase, over a 25-year period, meaning Belmar will 
receive a little more than $3.4 million. The rented space includes the Ninth Avenue pier, where Chefs 
International plans on creating a patio bar and restaurant [see related story].  

The company estimates that the project, including both the miniature golf course and patio bar and 
restaurant, will cost around $1 million to complete.  

Overall, the members of the technical design review committee [TDRC] in Belmar were receptive of the golf 
course plans, however, there was one concern raised at the meeting on April 19 

Tom Latza, chairman of Belmar’s environmental commission and member of the TDRC, said that although 
he is not sure what the layout will be, removing trees already planted in the area could pose a potential 
problem. 

This is because the area near Route 35 is polluted from carbon monoxide coming from the cars, and the trees 
remove a portion of it. 

Chefs International President Bob Cooper, assured the town that, in the event they took down trees, they 
would replace them elsewhere.  



The miniature golf course will be 10,000 square feet and will consist of 18 holes. There will be natural 
landscaping, including a lighthouse and waterfall, Mr. Cooper said.  

Mr. Cooper said the miniature golf course would be open seven days a week, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and 
will be open seasonally as long as the weather allows. 

The architect for the miniature golf course is Harris Miniature Golf Courses, Inc., located in Wildwood.  

Chefs International is scheduled to appear before the planning board on May 1 with its plans for the golf 
course, patio bar and restaurant. If the proposal is approved, the company hopes to have the miniature golf 
course open by July 1. 

	  


